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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
1,  ESPLANADE* 

ROCHESTER. 


December,  1955. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OP  THE  CITY  OP  ROCHESTER. 

YOUR  WORSHIP,  MADAM  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1954. 


Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate.  Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 


of  the  population  which  is  slightly 


The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  16.47  per  1,000 
higher  than  in  1952  but  lower  than  in  1953. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  was  9.37  per  1,000  persons  living.  This  is  a  sliehr  in 
of  rhP  Too  /  T8urefor  1953  but  a  decrease  compared  with  1952.  Sixty-five  per  cent 
sL“„eoS2pa2r“S  0CCUrred  ln  PerS0"5  agea  55  °r  The  causes  of  d^th  ^e 

favourab]  e^rend  "'of  ^recent  dears'/  ^  ”  Mr  ‘•“0  Uve  Mrtl'S  *>  the 


Infections  Diseases 

tho  , the  exception  of  Pood  Poisoning,  which  produced  an  unusual  number  of  cases 
the  incidence  of  epidemic  diseases  »as  not  heavy  and  sails  for  no  special  co.menl’ 

Food  Poisoning. 

la  tbe  number  of  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  was  due  to  an  outbreak  in 

fro^a  centrV0kftcheen  ail?.Chathan’  whlcb  were  supplied  with  their  midday  meal 
rrom  a  central  kitchen.  There  were  315  cases  of  which  HR  were  resident  in 

about  T<i4n h  rtTh1-  r,umb.s,r  of  chil  dren  on  the  school  rolls  was  3,7.4  of  which 
T/  L  'Tl  flr  midday  n.,eal.in  school.  At  the  time  of  this  incident  there 

local  P  h6V^ ence  of  this  disease  in  the  community  or  in  any  of  the  other 

examination1??  ^ paUe"nts”E  f^d  bacterl0!0«1‘!*l 

K? SSSS 


Tuberculosis, 


of 


rT  f°r  the  era(dication  of  Tuberculosis  is  promising. 

tuber  \F  ” "”S”od«  ™ «.  „sr?o^  ’  f°™s 

»ate  ?oTl  ITr  lO^OOO &of  »«•  rose  ^i/LTihe  0eath 

I :: 


is,  no 


in  the  mortality  rate  which  in  the  past  five  years  was  2.4  as  compared  with  6.5  per 
10,000  of  the  population  in  the  five  year  period  prior  to  the  war.  This  favourable 
trend  is  the  result  of  earlier  diagnosis  and.  therefore,  earlier  treatment  which  has 
been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  increasing  efficacy  of  modern  curative  methods. 


Housing. 

315  houses  were  completed  during  1954  of  which  236  were  erected  by  the  Council. 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  7  dwellings. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  3  dwelling  houses. 

Clearance  Orders  on  95  houses  in  7  small  areas  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister. 

(Sep  page  15) 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 


See  opposite  page. 


Conclusion. 

The  year,  for  various  reasons,  has  been  an  exceptionally  busy  one  in  many  ways 
but  with  the  help  and  guidance  of  the  Chairman  and  Committee  members  and  the  loyal 
support  and  will ingnessof  the  departmental  staff,  most  of  the  difficulties  have  been 
resol ved. 

I  am,  therefore  very  pleased  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  thanks  for 
all  the  assistance  which  I  have  received,  not  forgetting  my  colleagues  in  other 
departments  who  have  furnished  me  with  data  for  this  report. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  0.  MURRAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Local  Records  of  Air  Pollution. 

In  August,,  1951.  Rochester  and  Chatham  Councils  installed,  jointly,  Standard 
Deposit  Gauges  at  All  Saints’  Hospital,  Port  Pitt  School  and  Strood  Cemetery,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  type  and  degreeof  air  pollution  in  the  area.  The  deposits  collected 
in  each  gauge  are  analysed  at  the  end  of  each  calendar  month. 

It  is  now  possible  to  make  a  tentative  estimate  of  the  situation.  It  must  be 
stressed,  however,  that  the  conclusions  reached  are  not  necessarily  final  and  may  be 
subject  to  amendment  in  the  light  of  further  investigations. 

Types  and  Proportions  of  Pollution  collected  by  the  Gauges. 

The  deposit  gauges  collect  soluble  and  undissolved  polluting  matter  which  is 
measured  and  analysed.  The  insoluble  matter  is  separated  into  ash,  tar  and  non-tarry 
combustible  matter  and  the  soluble  matter  into  chalk,  sulphates  and  chlorides. 

Although  the  gauge  collects  most  types  of  pollution,  the  pollutants  do  not 
reach  the  gauges  in  the  same  relative  proportions  as  they  are  emitted  from  chimneys 
and  other  sources.  For  example,  most  of  the  heavy  ash  is  collected  whereas  the 
lighter  materials  such  as  smoke  and  gases  which  tend  to  hang  for  long  periods  in  the 
air  and  drift  down  wind  do  not  by  any  means  represent  the  amount  which  comes  out  of 
the  chimneys.  Indeed,  if  the  sulphur  gases  were  in  the  proportion  to  their  weight 
emitted  from  chimneys  their  deposits  in  the  gauge  would  be  about  ten  times  that  of  the 
ash  collected  but,  in  fact,  it  is  rarely  more  than  double.  The  gauge  records  will, 
however,  reveal  any  increased  emission  of  any  of  the  different  types  of  pollution. 

The  monthly  analyses  show  variations  which  are  due,  partly  to  the  rate  and  amount 
of  the  emissions  but  mainly  to  meteorological  conditions  such  as  rain fal  1 ,  wind  velocity 
and  direction,  temperature  and  air  turbulence.  Some  of  the  deposit  found  in  the  gauges 
may,  thus,  have  come  from  areas  some  distance  from  the  gauge  and  also  from  other  towns. 

The  activity  of  the  sulphur  gases  in  the  air  is  measures  by  means  of  a  lead  per¬ 
oxide  gauge.  Provided  climatic  conditions  are  similar  the  readings,  whilst  not  in¬ 
dicating  the  amount  of  sulphur  in  the  air,  may  be  considered  to  be  roughly  proportional 
to  the  actual  concentration  of  sulphur  gases  in  the  air. 

Prime  Pollutants 

The  chief  types  of  polluting  matter  which  originate  from  fuel  consumption  in 
fires  and  furnaces  are  smoke,  ash,  grit  and  sulphur  gases  to  which  must  be  added  oily 
smoke  and  dangerous  gases  such  as  carbon  monoxide  from  petrol  engines. 

Locally,  dust  from  cement  factories  in  and  near  the  City  creates  an  additional 
source  of  pollution  peculiar  to  this  industry  wherever  it  may  be  located.  It  can 
periodically  create  an  intolerable  nuisance  in  the  City,  particularly  with  northerly 
winds. 


Smoke. 

Smoke  is  visible  evidence  of  fuel  wastage  through  incomplete  combustion.  It 
consists  of  very  minute  particles  of  carbon  and  liquid  tarry  matter  which  remain 
suspended  in  the  air  for  long  periods  with  the  result  that  the  amount  caught  in  the 
deposit  gauges  represents  less  than  one  quarter  the  amount  emanating  from  local  chim¬ 
neys.  Most  of  the  suspended  matter  in  the  air  consists  of  smoke. 

Although  domestic  fires  consume  less  than  a  quarter  of  the  coal  burned  in  Great 
Britain  they  produce  half  the  smoke  reaching  the  atmosphere.  It  is  not  generally 
realised  that  every  hundredweight  of  coal  burned  in  the  ordinary  domestic  hearth  pro¬ 
duces  lbs.  of  smoke. 


Smoke  occludes  light  and  also  ultra  violet  light,  the  latter  having  a  particular 
beneficial  effect  on  human  health  and  plant  life  It  gets  into  the  respiratory  system 
and  in  combination  with  sulphur  gases  and  moisture  predisposes  to  bronchitis  and  other 
lung  diseases  and  may  have  some  association  with  lung  cancer  It  also  produces  the 
final  murky  coating  to  Smog’  which  is  known  to  cause  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
death  rate. 


Ash  and  Grit. 

Ash  and  grit  consist  of  comparatively  large  particles  which  unlike  smoke  are 
deposited  near  their  source.  Ash  is  mostly  mineral  matter  from  fuel  very  little 
wind  blown  dust  whilst  grit  is  in  the  main,  unburnt  or  partly  burnt  particles  of 
fuel.  This  type  of  emission  is  much  greater  from  electric  generating  stations  rail¬ 
way  engines  and  industrial  installations  than  from  domestic  sources.  It  is  increased 
when  boiler  installations  use  pulverized  fuel  with  forced  draught  and  can  be  verv 
much  reduced  by  the  use  of  cleaned'  coal  which  contains  little  or  no  extraneous 
matter. 


Sulphur  Gases 

All  solid  fuel  contains  sulphur  which  on  combustion,  is  discharged  into  the 
air  as  sulphur  dioxide.  Tne  combustion  of  100  tons  of  coal  emits  about  2V2  tons  of 
sulphur  dioxide.  This  gas  in  the  presence  of  moisture  is  transformed  into  sulphuric 
acid  which  corrodes  buildings  fabrics  metals  and  other  materials.  Unfortunately, 
it  is  difficult  and  quite  uneconomic  to  prevent  such  emissions  except  in  a  few  very 
large  industrial  undertakings  such  as  electric  generating  stations. 

There  is  evidence  to  suggest  that  although  the  sulphur  gases  in  the  air  are  not 
usually  sufficiently  concentrated  to  be  harmful  by  themselves  they  can  when  combined 
with  smoke  and  moisture  have  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  respiratory  system  and  there 
is  evidence  that  sulphur  gases  can  be  fatal  to  man  and  animals  when  in  combination  with 
'smog'  conditions. 


Cement  Dust 

To  tne  puol ic  the  emission  of  cement  and  other  dusts  is  the  most  evident  pollution 
in  tne  area  and.  consequently  is  tne  source  of  most  complaints.  It  offends  the  eye 
and  occasionally,  the  lose.  The  housewife  and  motorist  decry  the  dust  deposit  and 
there  is  no  question  that  it  is  a  serious  amenit.v  nuisance.  There  is  no  evidence, 
however,  that  this  dust,  whicn  is  alkaline,  causes  any  detriment  to  physical  health 
althougn  it  does  result  in  a  good  deal  of  exasperation  and  vituperation. 

Although  various  methods  are  used  by  the  cement  industry  to  minimise  the  nuisance . 
at  the  present  time  there  is  no  known  method  of  precipitation  and  collection  of  the 
dust  at  its  source  which  will  produce  complete  abatement. 

smoke  and  Fumes  from  Petrol 
and  Diesel  Driven  Engines 

It  must  be  evident  to  all  that  there  is  often  a  heavy  emission  of  oily  smoke 
from  motor  vehicles  particularly  from  old  cars  «nd  diesel  engines  which  are  an  in¬ 
creasing  nuisance,  if  not  a  definite  hazard  to  health  What  is  not  so  evident  is  the 
emission  of  invisible  gases  and  other  pollutants  resulting  from  the  incomplete  com¬ 
bustion  of  petrol  and  diesel  fuel.  Pollution  from  motor  exhausts  is  at  its  worst 
during  traffic  blocks  when  engines  are  idling  and  when  engines  are  inefficiently 
maintained  or  operated. 

The  sulphur  emissions  from  diesel  engines  are  comparatively  small  and  negligible 
in  petrol  driven  vehicles.  The  petrol  but  not  the  diesel  engine  produces  carbon  mon¬ 
oxide. 


The  important  emissions  as  far  as  health  is  concerned  are  smoke  carbon  monoxide 
and  certain  hydrocarbons  the  latter  being  also  found  in  the  smoke  and  soot  emitted 
from  ordinary  fires  and  furnaces  under  conditions  of  incomplete  combustion 


Carbon  monoxide  is  a  lethal  gas  in  high  concentrations.  It  is  produced  in  much 
greater  quantities  when  engines  are  id! ing  as  in  traffic  blocks  but  it  is  sufficiently 
diluted  by  the  air  to  prevent  its  concentration  reaching  dangerous  propensities.  It 
can,  however,  in  areas  where  vehicular  traffic  is  heavy  reach  sufficient  concentration 
to  produce  headache  and  fatigue. 

The  devel opment o f  cancer  in  man  as  a  result  of  prolonged  contact  with  such  sub¬ 
stances  as  Tar  have  been  recognised  for  over  a  century  and  a  half.  It  is  only  within 
the  last  thirty  years,  however,  that  this  carcinogenic  activity  has  been  demonstrated 
to  be  due  to  specific  types  of  hydrocarbon.  These  have  been  found  not  only  in  Tar 
but  also  in  various  products  of  incompl ete  combustion  of  fuel  in  fires,  and  furnaces, 
and  also  in  gasoline  and  diesel  engine  exhausts. 

Research  is  still  in  progress  with  regard  to  motor  engine  exhausts  and  their 
rel  ation  to  lung  cancer.  So  far  there  is  no  evidence  that  there  is  a  direct  positive  as¬ 
sociation  between  the  two  and  attempts  to  produce  lung  cancer  in  mice  by  exposure  to 
petrol  engine  exhausts  are  inconclusive.  Experimental  skin  cancer  has,  however, 
been  produced  in  mice  by  the  application  of  exhausts  extracts. 

Statistical  evidence  shows  that  there  is  a  definite  correlation  between  excessive 
cigarette  smoking  and  lung  cancer  an  association  which  is  more  evident  in  highly 
urbanized  areas  than  in  rural  areas.  This  difference  between  urban  and  rural  areas 
may  be  due  to  excessive  pollution  of  town  air  and  such  a  supposition  is  supported  by 
the  fact  that  the  same  types  of  cancer  producing  chemical  s  are  found  in  the  smoke  from 
chimneys,  the  exhausts  from  cars  and  cigarette  smoke.  The  suspect  chemical  is  Benz¬ 
pyrene  which  is  one  of  the  hydrocarbons  found  in  these  three  types  of  smoke.  Its 
concentration  may  be  ten  times  greater  in  the  air  of  highly  industrialised  areas  than 
in  country  districts. 

♦ 

There  are  two  important  considerations  with  regard  to  exhaust  emissions.  The 
first  is  the  fact  that  there  is  a  marked  increase  in  those  potentially  dangerous 
emissions  when  engines  are  idling  and. secondly,  that  the  diesel  engine,  which  is  the 
greatest  offender  with  regard  to  hydrocarbon  emission,  can  by  proper  maintenance  and 
operation  be  rendered  innocuous. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  ANALYSIS  OP  POLLUTANTS  DEPOSITED  IN  THE  THREE  STANDARD 

GAUGES  IN  ROCHESTER  AND  CHATHAM  FOR  TWELVE  MONTHLY  PERIODS  1st  OCTOBER  TO 
30th  SEPTEMBER  DURING  THE  YEARS  1951/52;  1952/53.  1953/54;  1954/55. 

see  TABLE  I 


Total  Solids  Deposited  during  the  Twelve  Month  Period 
October  1st  -  September  30th. 


Site  of  Gauge 

Tons  per  Square  Mile 

Increase  in 

1954/55  ever 
previous  years 

19  51/52 

1952/53 

19  53/54 

19  5  4/' 5  5 

Strood  Cemetery 

195 

— 

188 

216 

288 

7  2  to  100  tons  per  square  mile 

All  Saints’  Hospital 

Chatham 

162 

159 

151 

211 

49  to  52 

Port  Pitt  School 

Rochester 

17  5 

174 

184 

240 

56  £o  66  pe  tt  ot 

These  recordings  suggest  that  the  total  solids  deposited  in  the  City  area  of 
5.84  square  miles  have  increased  since  1951/52  by  some  500  tons  per  annum  and  that 
this  increase  has  occurred  chiefly  during  the  period  1954/55,  when  the  total  solids 
at  Strood  Station  reached  288  tons  per  annum  per  square  mile.  Atmospheric  pollution 
may  be  considered  to  be  bad  when  the  total  solids  collected  exceed  250  tons  per  annum. 

During  the  forty-eight  months  under  review  the  highest  recorded  deposit  in  any 
one  month  was  39.  5  tons  at  All  Saints'  Hospital  gauge  in  August,  1955,  and  the  lowest 
recorded  8.8  tons  in  November,  1951  at  Port  Pitt  School  gauge. 


The  above  Table  also  shows  that  the  annual  deposit  of  solids  has  always  been 
heaviest  in  the  Strood  gauge. 

It  is  not  easy  to  expl  ain  this  deterioration  in  atmospheric  conditions.  It  can¬ 
not  be  attributed  to  the  recent  exceptionally  dry  Summer  as  the  records  show  that  the 
increase  in  total  Solids  was  just  as  evident  in  the  Winter  of  1954/55  as  it  was  in 
the  Summer  of  1955. 

Neither  can  it  be  attributed  to  any  one  polluting  agent  in  particular  as  the 
percentage  of  each  pollutant  to  the  Total  Solids  deposited  per  annumhas  remained 
fairly  constant  at  each  recording  station  throughout  the  four  year  period. 

Practically  all  the  serious  pollutants  emanate  from  domestic  and  industrial 
chimneys  and  motor  exhausts,  and  it  would  appear  that  there  has  been  a  general  increase 
in  all  the  pollutants,  the  only  exception  being  Tarry  matter  which  shows  some  re¬ 
duction.  (See  Table  I). 

The  increase  at  each  recording  station  is  shown  in  the  following  comparative 
Table  which  indicates  the  deterioration  in  1954/  55  in  relation  to  the  conditions  re¬ 
corded  in  1951/52. 


Increase  in  Deposit  of  Analysed  Pollutants 
1954/55  Compared  with  1951/52 


Site  of  Gauge 

Tons  per  Square  Mile  oer  Twelve  Months 

Ash 

■ 

Tarry  & 
Other 

Combustibl e 
Matter 

Cal cium 

Chlorides 

Sulphates 

Total 

Solids 

Strood  Cemetery 

36 

9 

13 

3 

13 

92 

All  Saints'  Hospital 

15 

20 

8 

3 

2 

48 

Fort  Pitt  School 

27 

16 

5 

1 

4 

65 

Mean  Rate  of  Sulphation  of  a  Standard  ‘Lead  Peroxide  Candle' 


Milligrammes  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  fixed  per  Day 
per  100  Square  Centimetres 


Period 

All  Saints’ 
Hospital 

Strood 

Cemetery 

Fort  Pit 
School 

t 

1st  October  - 
30th  September 

Average 

Highest 

Lowest 

Average 

Highest 

Lowest 

Average 

Highest 

Lowest 

19  51/52 

0.  66 

1.  38 

0.  29 

0.  58 

1.01 

0.  30 

0.  58 

1.  20 

0.  29 

1952/  53 

0.  92 

1.  52 

0.  40 

0.  92 

1.  78 

0.  33 

0.  83 

1.  20 

0.  41 

19  53/54 

1.  16 

2.  13 

0.  50 

1.00 

1.  84 

0.  50 

1.  08 

1.  91 

0.  54 

1954/55 

1.  12 

1.  84 

0.  37 

1.08 

1  94 

0.  52 

1.  00 

1.  72 

0.  48 

Since  1951  the  annual  records  show  that  the  sulphur  gases  in  the  air  have  doubled 
their  activity  and  this  is,  no  doubt,  partly  associated  with  the  building  of  over 
3,000  houses  in  Rochester  and  Chatham  since  then  and  a  considerable  unknown  number 
in  adjoining  districts. 

Six  new  factories  and  36  factory  extensions  involving  additional  chimney  stacks 
have  also  come  into  operation. 


Motor  traffic  has  also  grown  to  congestive  proportions.  Compared  with  a  traffic 
census  of  August  1938.  there  were  about  12  000  more  vehicles  passing  over  Rochester 
Bridge  each  week  in  August,  1954,  when  nearly  110.000  motor  vehicles  passed  in  one 
week.  From  this  additional  source  only  a  small  contribution  of  sulphur coul d  emanate 
as  diesel  oil  contains  a  comparatively  small  amount  of  sulphur  and  the  quantity  in 
petrol  is  negl igibl e  but,  they  do  emit  smoke  in  quantities  which  increase  considerably 
when  fuel  combustion  is  incomplete  as  in  idling  engines  in  traffic  blocks  and  in  in¬ 
efficient  engines. 

The  highest  rate  of  sulohation  occurs  in  January  and  February  the  lowest  rate 
in  July  and  August. 

The  highest  reading  was  recorded  in  January,  1954  when  the  rate  of  sulphation 
was  2  13  milligrammes  per  day  and  the  lowest  in  August  1952  with  a  figure  of  0.29 
milligrammes..  This  low  figure  approaches  but  does  not  reach  what  may  be  found  in  a 
rural  area,  the  highest  figure  of  2  13  milligrammes  being  similar  to  that  found  in 
a  moderately  industrialized  urban  area. 

This  build  up  of  sulphur  in  the  air  occurs  during  the  months  when  house  coal 
fires  are  in  full  swing^and  the  evidence  of  this  seasonal  increase  is  quite  unequivocal. 
Our  analyses  show  that  during  the  months  from  October  to  September  in  each  year  under 
review  the  amount  of  sulphation  has  been  more  than  double  that  which  occurs  in  the 
Summer  months  and  this  is  attributable  to  domestic  consumption  of  solid  fuel.  Electric 
heating  produces  no  sulphur  gas  a  trivial  amount  but  smokeless  fuels  contain  only  a 
slightly  less  amount  than  bitumous  coal.. 

Fortunately,  the  sulphur  gases  from  solid  fuel  do  not  reach  harmful  concentrations 
in  the  air  unless  combined  with  smoke  and  moisture  as  in  fog  conditions.  Their  elim¬ 
ination  is,  therefore,  of  secondary  importance  provided  the  air  can  be  cleared  of 
smoke  b.v  the  use  of  gas  electricity  or  smokeless  fuels  in  the  home  and  in  industry 
when  practicable. 


The  First  Step  in  Abatement. 

Of  all  the  types  of  air  pollution  smoke  is  the  greatest  public  health  problem 
and,  as  already  mentioned,  its  chief  source  is  the  domestic  fire  which  burns  bitumous 
coal.  Unfortunately,  coal  is  still  the  most  popular  fuel  with  tne  publ ic  and  to  point 
out  that  burning  raw  coal  means  air  pollution  with  its  resultant  gloom,  dust  and  det¬ 
riment  to  health  has.  in  the  past  created  little  impression  but  there  are  now  signs 
of  some  public  concern  on  the  subiect. 

Clean  air  is  lust  as  essential  to  health  as  clean  water  and  clean  food  and  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  why  the  public  have  tolerated  a  degree  of  pollution  in  tne 
air  which  they  would  never  accept  in  their  drink  or  diet.  It  is  this  complacency  in 
the  oast  which  has  hung  up  progress  and,  to  stimulate  a  reformation  for  the  future 
one  feels  obliged  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  smoke  is  the  only  remaining 
sanitary  nuisance  which  is  not  being  tackled  in  a  comprehensive  manner.  No  section 
of  the  community  has  been  blameless  in  this  respect. 

The  legislature  has  not  so  far  prescribed  any  compulsory  measures  on  the  domestic 
fire  and.  in  view  of  this  it  is  obvious  that  without  an  enlightened  public  opinion 
there  is  no  hope  of  clearing  this  pall  of  smoke  effectively.  This  means  that  it  can 
only  be  through  a  determined  effort  in  co-operation  between  householders  and  local 
authorities  on  the  one  hand  and  industrialists  on  the  other  that  we  can  get  what  the 
community  would  appreciate  -  fresh,  clean  air. 

The  objective  in  view  is  the  reduction  of  smoke  to  such  an  extent  that  the  natural 
cleansing  processes  of  the  atmosphere  such  as  wind  air  turbulence,  sun  and  other 
meteriological  conditions  will  be  able  to  disperse  or  neutralise  the  residual  pollution. 
The  atmosphere  is  well  adapted  to  do  this  provided  it  gets  the  chance. 

This  opportunity  cannot  become  effective  overnight  because  it  means  the  el imina- 
tion  of  raw  coal  from  the  household  and  the  substitution  of  smokeless  solid  fuel,  gas 
or  electricity.  Smokeless  fuel  which  gives  good  thermic  value  for  money  if  properly 
used,  is  in  insufficient  supply  to  meet  replacement  requirements.  Gas  and  electricity 


are  comDarativel.v  dear  exceDt  for  occasional  or  temporary  use.  This  raises  suddI.v 
and  economic  issues  which  are  a  national  problem  outside  the  province  of  this  report. 
The  difficulty  would  be  solved  if  the  supply  was  adequate  and  the  price  of  smokeless 
fuels  came  down  below  the  price  of  coal. 

The  elimination  of  raw  coal  in  domestic  fires  until  sufficient  smokeless  fuel 
is  available  is  bound  to  be  a  gradual  process  In  the  interim  modern  fires  are  avail¬ 
able  which  will  consume  coal  with  the  minimum  of  smoke  production  and.  thereby,  not 
only  reduce  atmospheric  pollution  but  eliminate  fuel  wastage  which  in  old  domestic 
grates  and  old  industrial  plants  is  very  considerable. 

Industrial  undertakings  are  subject  to  legal  requirements  which  are  likely  to 
be  more  rigorous  in  the  future,  particularly  with  regard  to  smoke  emissions,  but  this 
will  not  give  the  optimum  improvement  unless  the  domestic  consumer  of  coal  plays  his 
part. 


TOTAL  ANNUAL  DEPOSITED  MATTER  IN  TONS  PER  SQUARE  HI L«. 


A.  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  Land  and  Inland  Water  .  4,378 

Population  -  Census 

1951,  43899 

Estimated  R.  G.  (Mid.  1954)  .  45,110 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  (end  1954)  according  to  the  Rate  Books .  14, 143 

Rateable  Value  . .  £326,840 


Sum  representing  a  penny  rate 


£1,  267 


Number  of  houses  built  during  1954  -  Corporation 

236) 

315 

Private  Enterprise 

79) 

TOTAL  BIRTHS.  (Live  and  Still) 

Total 

M. 

P. 

Total 

Live  Births.  Legitimate  . 

... 

713 

364 

349) 

743 

Illegitimate  . 

•  •  • 

30 

16 

14) 

Still  Births.  Legitimate  . 

•  •  • 

19 

11 

8) 

20 

Illegitimate  . 

•  •  • 

1 

- 

1) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living...  ... 

... 

16.  47 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living... 

*  *  • 

0.  44 

TOTAL  DEATHS  -All  causes  at  all  ages  . 

.  .  . 

422 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living...  ... 

•  •  • 

9.  37 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ... 

•  «  • 

Nil 

Natural  increase  in  population  (excess  Births  over  Deaths)  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

321 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE 


Total  Infant  Deaths .  15 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  . .  ...  20.18 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  .  21.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,  00U  Illegitimate  Live  Births .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)...  . 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

Diarrhoea  (all  ages)  .  1 


The  Registrar-General's  Table  of  Causes  of  Deaths  is  shown  on  page  14. 


The  following  Table  shows  a  comparison  between  this  district  and  other  parts  of 
England  and  Wales. 


Live  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  resi¬ 
dent  population 


Deaths  per  1,000 
popu 1  a  t i on 


Deaths  under  1 
year  per  1,000 
registered  live 
births 


England  and  Wales 
160  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  (including  London)  ... 

160  smaller  Towns,  resident 
population  25,000  -  50,000 
at  Census  1951)  ...  ...  ... 

ROCHESTER . .  ...  ...  ... 

(•Crude  Rates  adjusted  for  comparabil 


15.  2 

11.  3 

25.  5 

16.  8 

12.0 

29.  1 

15.  4 

11.  3 

23.  7 

16.  14 

*  9. 74 

20.  18 

purposes) 


2. 


PRINCIPAL  CERTIFIABLE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  system  including  Heart  Disease 

and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

Cancer  . 

Respiratory  Diseases:  - 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) .  14) 

Bronchitis  .  16) 

Others .  5) 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) .  5 

Deaths  from  all  causes  .  422 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  -  BIRTH  AND  STILL  BIRTH  RATE 


216 

83 


35 


Percentage 
o  f 

Total  Deaths 

51.  18 
19.  66 


8.  29 
1.  18 


Deaths  of  children 
persons  living  - 

under 

1  year  of 

age  per 

1.  000 

births, 

and  births  per 

1,000 

1945 

Infant  Mortality 

1946 

1947 

1948 

19  49 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Rate  47.0 

36.  2 

60.  6 

27.  6 

32.  2 

35.  06 

40.  1 

24.  4 

21.  4 

20.  18 

Birth  Rate  22. 2 

Stillbirth  Rate  per 

1,  000  total  births 

23.  49 

23  1 

20.  8 

18  16 

15  2 

16.  54 

15.  62 

17.  65 

16.  47 

(Live  and  Still)  32. 0 

20.  0 

24.  0 

22.  0 

23.0 

19.  4 

28.  2 

23.  8 

17.  3 

26  2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  CHILDREN  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE 


Cause 

Neo-Natt  1  Deaths 

Deaths 

over 

4  weeks 

Under  24  hrs. 

Under  1  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

K 

M 

V 

V 

» 

to 

CN 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

4  week  t . 

1-3  months. 

3-6  months. 

6-9  months. 

9-  12  months . 

Total  under 

1  year. 

Premature  Birth 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Injury  at  Birth 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Marasmus,  Inanition 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  Deformity 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Pneumoni a 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Bronchi tis 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gastro-enteritis 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  causes 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Total 

3 

3 

1 

2 

- 

9 

2 

3 

1 

- 

15 

CHILD  MORTALITY 


1952  1953  1954 

Number  of  deaths  of  children  aged  1  to  5  years .  3  1  3 


3. 


NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 


Total  Deaths  under  1  month  of  age  .  9  (  1953  -  11) 

Death  Rate  of  children  under  1  month  of  age  per  1,000  births  ...  12.1  (  1953  -  13.8) 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS  IN  WARDS 


St.  Margaret’s  . .  ...  .  64 

St.  Peter' s .  98 

Troy  Town  .  29 

St.  Nicholas . 53 

Strood .  55 

Temple . 52 

Frindsbury  . 71 


Bo  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

1.  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS 

There  are  23  doctors  resident  in  the  area  (excluding  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital) 
who  are  engaged  in  private  practice. 


2.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  specimens  submitted  to  Kent  County  Lab¬ 
oratory,  County  Hall,  Maidstone,  for  examination  and  results. 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Swabs  Diphtheria  Bacilli  ...  ... 

__ 

26 

26 

Haemolytic  Strepococci  ... 

t  » 

a  a  hi 

•  ®  • 

a  •  a 

— 

Sputum  Tubercle  Bacilli;- 

Tuberculosis  Officer  ... 

•  • 

.  •  « 

0  s  * 

,  •  . 

42 

122 

164 

General  Practitioner  ... 

®  A 

•  V  * 

•  •  • 

a  a  . 

2 

45 

47 

Faeces  ?  Dysentery,  Typhoid  Group, 

Pood  Poisoning,  etc,  ... 

•»  • 

©  41  li 

t  «  t 

•  *  • 

123 

553 

676 

Pood  Stuffs,  Pood  Poisoning  ... 

•  © 

©  ©  © 

a  ©  <z* 

•  a  • 

- 

— 

— 

76 

Milk  B  cteriological  Examinations 

.  • 

a  a  » 

•  •  • 

•  a  . 

163 

Milk  Biological  Examinations  ... 

•  » 

©  .  . 

a  ®  a 

17 

Water  Bacteriological  Examinations 

a  <• 

*  *  * 

*4  4 

•  -  • 

75 

Blood  Counts  *  • «  •••  © « ®  *  o «  <**•  ■» 

*  » 

©  .  . 

•  •  • 

n  a  a 

528 

Miscellaneous  Examinations  **»  ... 

•  • 

.  .  a 

.  .  a 

«  «  » 

613 

Swimming  Bath  and  River  Water 

Bacteriological  Examinations  ••• 

22 

In  addition  a  few  specimens  from 

medical 

practitioners  were 

dealt  with 

in  the 

Pathological  Department  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester. 


3.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


Depot,  King  Edward  Road,  Rochester. 


Telephone  Chatham  3540. 


4,  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 


In  addition  to  the  nursing  services  provided  by  the  Kent  County  Council,  nursing 


4 


In  the  home  is  provided  by  the  Watts's  District  Nursing  Service,  The  Almshouses,  Maid¬ 
stone  Road,  Rochester.  (Telephone  Chatham  2335). 

The  number  of  patients  visited  during  the  year  by  Watts’  s  Nurses  was  80  and  the 
total  number  of  visits  14,786. 


5.  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


There  are  six  County  midwives  and  one  independent  midwife  serving  the  Rochester 

area. 


6  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

District  Office,  13,  Gun  Lane,  Strood.  Telephone  Chatham  7451. 


7.  HOSPITALS 


St.  William’s  Hospital.  Telephone  Chatham  3243. 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital.  Telephone  Chatham  4278. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Cl inic 


Si tuation 


By  whom  provided 


Ante  Natal 


Infant  Wei  fare 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 
and  Vaccination 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 
only 


Strood  Institution  on  Thursday  mornings.) 

"Elm  House"  New  Road  Avenue,  Chatham,) 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  mornings.  ) 

) 

St.  Stephen’s  Hall,  Wallace  Road,  Roch-) 
ester,  on  Friday  afternoons.  ) 

Strood  Institution  on  Tuesday  afternoons) 
and  Friday  mornings.  ) 

Belsey  Hall,  Rochester,  on  Tuesday  after-) 

noons.  )  Kent  County  Council 

) 

Strood  Institution  I.  W.  Clinic  on  2nd) 

Thursday  in  the  month.  ) 

St.  Stephen’s  Hal  1  on  1st  Tuesday  morning) 
each  month.  ) 

) 

Celsey  Hall,  Rochester  on  Tuesday  after-) 
noons.  ) 


Chest  Clinic 

13.  New 

Road,  Rochester. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

Rochester.  ) 

Venereal  Diseases 

36,  New 

Road,  Rochester. 

Orthopaedic;  Radium  and 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital, 

X-ray.  Ultra  Violet 

) 

Light,  Ear,  Nose  and 

) 

Throat  Ophthalmic; 

) 

Skin  Diseases;  Paedi¬ 

) 

atrics. 

) 

South  East  Metro¬ 
politan  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 
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NURSING  HOMES 

.  *  REGISTRATION  OP  NURSING  HOMES 

There  are  two  registered  nursing  homes,  one  with  four  maternity  beds  and  one  with 
seven  maternity  beds  and  fifteen  beds  fpr  general  cases.  The  Homes  are  visited  reg¬ 
ularly  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  during  the  year  was  134  of  which  55  were 
Rochester  residents.  The  number  of  general  cases  was  31  of  which  7  were  Rochester 
residents.  1 

C  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  1954 


Numb  e  r 

O  f 

Cases  in 

Age  Groups 

Age 

Un- 

Total 

notified  in 

No. 

removed 
t  o 

Total 

0'  5  5 

-  15 

15-45 

4  5-65 

6  54 

known 

South 

North 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

5 

20 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

17 

9 

4 

— 

Pneumon i a  ... 

37 

10 

9 

8 

6 

4 

- 

19 

18 

4 

- 

Food  Poisoning* 

20  3 

— 

172 

14 

2 

- 

15 

156 

47 

7  ( 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

151 

98 

52 

1 

- 

- 

- 

85 

66 

3 

- 

Measles***  ••• 

11 

5 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

8 

3 

1 

- 

Erysipelas  ... 

6 

- 

- 

4 

- 

1 

1 

5 

1 

— 

- 

Meningoc  occal 
Infection  ••• 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

__ 

__ 

1 

1 

_ 

Typho i d • • •  ... 

1 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

27 

5 

9 

11 

1 

1 

- 

21 

6 

7 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

G  a  s  t  r  o  -  ente  r  i  t  i  s 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Tot  al 

466 

125 

268 

42 

9 

6 

16 

313 

153 

28 

- 

*  1  School  Outbreak  -  no  Pathogens  isolated 
1  Family  Outbreak  -  due  to  Staphylococci, 

3  single  cases  -  1  cause  unknown;  2  Salmonella  Typhi-murium  aertrycke. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DIVIDED  INTO  WARDS 
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ADMISSIONS  TO  THE  ISOLATION  BLOCK  AT 

ST.  WILLIAM'S  HOSPITAL 


Table  showing  Numbers  and  Types  of  Admissions  from  Rochester 


Scarl et  Fever  .  ...  , .  .  . . .  ...  , , . 

Rochester 

4 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (Suspected) . 

1 

Measles  .  . 

1 

Whooping  Cough . 

3 

Dysentery . 

7 

Pneumonia . 

4 

Others  . 

23 

Total . 

43 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


During  the  year  the  following  cases  have  been  protected  against  Diphtheria  - 


Under  5  years 

...  511 

5-14  years 

...  61 

Reinforcing  dose... 

...  480 

Number  of  children 

under  the  age  of  15  years  on  31st 

December,  1954,  who  had 

completed  a  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  - 

Year  of 

Birth 

1940  1941  1942 

1943  1944 

1945 

1946  1947 

1948 

380  391  357 

387  414 

406 

426  447 

577 

1949 

1950  1951 

1952 

1953  1954 

Total 

613 

425  423 

358 

413  51 

6068 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  i 

SMALLPOX 

The  following  cases 

were  vaccinated  against 

smallpox  during  1954‘- 

Age  at  31/12/54 

Under  1 

1-4  5 

-  14 

15+ 

Total 

Number  vaccinated  . 

.  229 

182 

11 

8 

430 

Number  re-vaccinated 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

4 

15 

22 

SCABIES  TREATMENT 

The  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows  - 

1954  1953  1952  1951  1950 

13  Nil  4  3  2 

During  1954  three  other  verminous  cases  were  treated. 


BUG  INFESTATION 


37  infested  houses  were  dealt  with  during  the  year 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT 


1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

Total 

number 

of  rats 

destroyed .  . . 

.  598 

745 

994 

1373 

702 

1203 

1497 

Total 

number 

of  mice 

destroyed  . . . 

.  352 

141 

20  5 

186 

37  2 

497 

593 

CANCER 


Year 

De  a 

ths  1945  -  1954 

Death  rate  per  't,000 
persons  living 

Male 

Femal e 

- - - - 

Total 

1945 

•  u  • 

•  • 

33 

25 

58 

1.  6 

1946 

•  •  • 

•  • 

36 

36 

72 

1.  8 

1947 

•  •  « 

32 

31 

63 

1.  6 

1948 

®  ®  * 

38 

21 

59 

1.  4 

1949 

•  •  • 

36 

46 

82 

1.9 

19  50 

•  •  • 

51 

32 

83 

1.  9 

1951 

,  ,  , 

54 

29 

83 

1.  9 

1952 

9  •  • 

•  O  • 

54 

38 

92 

2.  06 

1953 

•  •  • 

43 

35 

78 

1.  73 

1954 

•  .  . 

46 

34 

80 

1.  77 

CANCER  MORTALITY  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  SITE 


Site 

1 

M. 

-  5 
P. 

5 

M. 

-  15 
P. 

15 

M. 

-  25 
P. 

25 

M. 

-  45 
P. 

45 

M. 

-  65 
P. 

654- 
M.  P. 

Tot  al 

M.  P. 

Stomach  ...  ...  ... 

... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

9 

Lung,  Bronchus . . 

•  «  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

8 

1 

6 

- 

14 

1 

Breast  ...  ...  ... 

»  •  « 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

3 

— 

10 

Uterus  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Other  . .  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

5 

3 

18 

5 

26 

11 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


New 

Cases 

Dee  ths 

Age 

Non 

Non 

Pul 

mon  a r y 

Pu 1 mon  a  r y 

Pu 1 mon  a  r  y 

Pul mon  ary 

M. 

F. 

M, 

P. 

M. 

F. 

M.  P. 

0-  1- • . 
1-  5- •  • 

•  *  * 

•  •  * 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  . .  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

—  — 

10-15  -  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

15-20  . . . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

20-25  -  •  • 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

25-35- . • 

4 

1 

— 

1 

2 

- 

—  — 

35-45. .  . 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

—  — 

45-55... 

2 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

—  — 

55-65- • • 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

654-  ... 

1 

1 

- 

9 1 1 

1 

.  i  — 

-  - 

Total  . . . 

... 

19 

11 

2 

3 

5 

- 

- 

8 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  WERE  DIVIDED  AS  FOLLOWS  - 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


South  North  Total 

3  2  5 


Pul  non a r  y  T  .  B . 
Notified  Died 


Average  for  the  preceeding  5  years...  47  10 

1954  .  30  5 


Non- Pu 1 raona r y  T.B. 
Notified  Died 
8  1 

5 


The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  S.  Roy  C.  Price,  the 
Chest  Physician  for  this  District: - 


Particulars  of  the  patients  from  the  Rochester  District  who  were  dealt  with  at 
the  Rochester  Chest  Clinic  during  1954- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

New  Patients 

Adults  Children 

Ad  u  1  t  s  Ch i 1 d  r  e  n 

Adults 

Ch  i  1  d  r  en 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1  Defined  T.  B . . 

17  13  2 

1  1  4 

17 

,14 

3 

4 

Defined  Non-T.  B . 

167 

194 

97 

98 

Total s 

18  4 

208 

100 

102 

Total  attendances  -  1, 534 

Number  of  patients  admitted  to  Institutions  -  38 


TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS.  DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES  1945  -  1954 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non  Puioona  y  Tuberculosis 

Year 

Noti fications 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Noti fications 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 

1945... 

51 

35 

1.0 

15 

3 

0.  08 

1946... 

55 

23 

0.  6 

8 

2 

0.  05 

1947  . .  . 

34 

21 

0.  52 

15 

2 

0.  05 

1948  ... 

27 

16 

0  38 

10 

3 

0.  07 

1949  . . . 

56 

30 

0.  7 

10 

4 

0  09 

19  50  . .. 

40 

8 

0.  19 

10 

1 

0.  02 

1951. .. 

63 

17 

0  39 

10 

3 

0.  068 

1952. . . 

47 

9 

0.  20 

8 

1 

0.  022 

1953. . . 

56 

7 

0  15 

6 

— 

- 

1954.  . . 

30 

7 

0  15 

5 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

No .  on 

De  a  t  h  s 

Deaths  % 

No .  on 

De  a  t  h  s 

Deaths  % 

Register 

during 

of  number 

Register 

during 

o f  number 

Year 

at  31st  Dec. 

year 

on  Register 

at  31st  Dec . 

year 

on  Register 

1945. . . 

•  •  • 

180 

35 

19  4 

64 

3 

4.  69 

1946  •  •  • 

213 

23 

10  8 

54 

2 

3-  7 

1947  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

223 

21 

9.  41 

60 

2 

3.  3 

1948  •  . . 

•  •  • 

227 

16 

7.  04 

66 

3 

4.  54 

1949  •  •• 

238 

30 

12.  6 

65 

4 

6.  15 

1950  •  .  . 

•  •  • 

259 

8 

3.  08 

68 

1 

1.  47 

1951- . . 

•  •  • 

273 

17 

6.  22 

70 

3 

4.  28 

1952.  . . 

mem 

282 

9 

3.  19 

69 

1 

1.  45 

1953-.. 

•  mm 

323 

7 

2  16 

72 

- 

0.  0 

1954  -  •  • 

•  00 

319 

7 

2  19 

68 

- 

0.  0 

Average 

for 

the  5  years 

1935-39 

•  *  • 

118 

21 

17.  8 

62 

4 

6.  5 

At  the  31st  December,  1954  there  were  387  cases  on  the  Register. 


9. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Sessions  are  held  at  the  Special  Clinic,  36,  New  Road,  Rochester,  on  Mondays  from 
1.30  p»m.  to  4.30  p.m.  and  on  Thursdays  from  11  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.  and  on  other  days  by 
appointment.  This  information  is  made  known  by  means  of  posters  and  leaflets,  through 
the  Public  and  Port  Health  Departments,  Doctors,  Nurses  and  other  Clinics. 

The  Cl inic  is  conducted  by  C. D,  Routh,  Esq.,  M.  D. ,  and  serves  a  considerable  area. 
The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  C.  D.  Routh:  - 


NEW  PATIENTS,  ROCHESTER.  Male  Female  Total 

Syphilis  . -  1  1 

Chancroid  .  -  -  - 

Gonorrhoea  .  1  1  2 

Non-venereal .  22  4  26 

Total  number  of  new  patients  from  all  districts  served  .  278 

Attendances  of  Rochester  patients  . .  .  604 

*  Total  attendances  of  patients  from  all  districts  .  3,273 


NEW  PATIENTS  ATTENDING  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC 
AND  TOTAL  ATTENDANCES  FROM  (a)  ROCHESTER  ( b)  ALL  DISTRICTS 

1935  -  1954 


1935.  1939 

1940- 1944 

1945-1949 

1950  -  1954 

Ay  e  i b g  e  No 

Average  No, 

Aye  rage  No, 

Ave  rage  No. 

per  annum 

per  annum 

per  annum 

per  annum 

1. 

New  Patients 
(a)  ROCHESTER 

Diagnosed  Venereal  Disease 
Diagnosed  Non-venereal 

43 

36 

25 

12 

Disease  •••  • • •  • • • 

27 

34 

46 

39 

(b)  ALL  DISTRICTS 

not 

Venereal  and  Non-Venereal 

available 

426 

385 

290 

2. 

Attendances 

(a)  ROCHESTER  PATIENTS  ... 

2641 

1316 

10  57 

846 

(b)  All  Districts  Served.,. 

not 

8481 

6021 

40  28 

available 

DISCHARGES  FROM  ALL  DISTRICTS  COVERED 


Discharged  cured  - 

Syphil is  ...  ...  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  34 

Non-Venereal  ...  ...  . ..  . . . . .  ...188 

DEFAULTED  BEFORE  FINAL  TEST  OF  CURE 

Syphilis  ...  ••  ...  •••  •••  . .  . .  .  3 

Gonorrhoea...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  .  7 

DEFAULTED  BEFORE  COMPLETION  OF  TREATMENT 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  •••  - . . .  •••  . . .  2 

Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  »«•  *  *  *  - 


AGED  PERSONS 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Local  Authority  to  take  action  under  u.e 
Assistance  Acts,  1948/1951  in  respect  of  aged  persons. 
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HOUSING 


DWELLING  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  PAST  10  YEARS 


Erected  by 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Total 

Local  Authority 

206 

272 

10  2 

312 

20  2 

278 

214 

189 

402 

236 

2413 

Private  Enterprise 

65 

80 

25 

39 

49 

64 

53 

79 

454 

Total 

1  b  '»  o 

'boo 

2867 

DWELLING  HOUSES 

DEMOLISHED  UNDER  ) 

HOUSING 

ACTS 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Total 

*  — 

* 

*  8 

2 

3 

*  17 

*  7 

19 

*  45 

101 

*  1945  - 

*  1946  - 

*  1947  -  plus 

*  1951  -  plus 

*  1952  -  plus 

*  1954  -  plus 


1  demolished  voluntarily. 
3  demolished  voluntarily. 
1  demolished  voluntarily. 
15  demolished  voluntarily. 
9  demolished  voluntarily. 
3  demolished  voluntarily. 


Total  32 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  INSPECTION  OP  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR:  - 

( 1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts')  ...  ...  324 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  nouses  (included  under  sub-head  ( 1)  above)  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936...  ...  60 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation....  ...  58 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  266 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE 
OF  FORMAL  NOTICES  - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ... 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR:  - 


A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9  and  10  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


150 


3 
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(2)  Number  of  dwel 1 ing  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  - 

*# 

(a)  By  Owners  .  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .  - 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 


requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . 9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices: - 

(a)  By  Owners  .  10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  13  and  154  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 


were  made .  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  a  clearance  order .  8 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

and  Clearance  Orders  .  45 


D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

( 1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made . .  . .  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  r .  0 


The  following  figures  for  the  City  of  Rochester  are  extracted  from  the  1951 
Census  . 


1951.  Private  Families  of  3  or  more  persons  living  in  1  roomed  house  35 

Private  Families  of  4  or  more  persons  living  in  2  roomed  house  42 

Private  Families  of  6  or  more  persons  living  in  3  roomed  house  17 

Private  Families  of  8  or  more  persons  living  in  4  roomed  house  18 

Private  Families  of  10  or  more  persons  living  in  5  roomed  house  14 


PRIVATE  FAMILIES  IN  CITY  OF  ROCHESTER  CLASSIFIED  BY  SIZE  OF  FAMILY 
ROOMS  OCCUPIED  AND  DENSITY  OF  OCCUPATION  (CENSUS  1951) 


Number  of 
Persons 
in  Family 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

and  over 

Total 
Private 
Famll ies 


Number  of  Private 
following 

Families  occupying  the 
number  of  Rooms 

Total 

Private 

Families 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6  or  more 

84 

214 

143 

244 

439 

121 

1245 

30 

354 

396 

909 

1688 

422 

3699 

22 

70 

305 

922 

1757 

408 

3484 

5 

32 

136 

574 

1685 

402 

2834 

6 

7 

36 

261 

771 

210 

1291 

2 

3 

17 

144 

508 

218 

892 

149 

580 

10  33 

3054 

6848 

1781 

13445 

13. 


D  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 

(i)  The  Corporation  Water  Works  for  the  supply  of  the  Strood  area  on  the  North 
side  of  the  River  Medway,  The  source  of  this  water  supply  is  from  wells  in  the  chalk 
in  Strood  to  which  was  added,  in  1942,  an  additional  supply  from  deep  chalk  wells  in 
Cuxton. 

The  installation  of  the  new  borehole  and  high  lift  pump  was  completed  and  has 
been  in  operation  since  March,  1952. 

(ii)  The  Chatham  and  District  Water  Company  supplies  the  rest  of  the  City  to 
the  South,  This  supply  is  from  wells  in  the  chalk  and  greensand. 

Both  supplies  are  chlorinated. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 


Rochester  Corporation  Supply  Chatham  &  District  Supply  Total 


Raw  Water 

16 

— 

16 

Treated  Watei... 

14 

27 

41 

30 

27 

57 

In  addition  there  were  2  chemical  analyses  of  the  Rochester  Corporation  raw  water 
supply. 

211  samples  of  the  water  supply  of  Chatham  and  District  were  submitted  by  the 
Chatham  and  District  Water  Company  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  results 
forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  Report  on  a  chemical  analysis  of  untreated  water 
taken  from  the  Rochester  Corporation  Supply  on  15th  March,  1954. 


Total  Solids . ... 

Chlorides  ...  ...  ... 

Free  Chlorine 

Temporary  hardness  26,  5) 

Permanent  hardness  7  9) 

I'Free  and  saline  ammonia 
Albuminoid  ammonia  ... 

Nitrites  ...  ...  ... 

•Nitrates  ...  . , .  ... 

Smel  1  ...  ... 

Sediment  . . 


Parts  per  100,000 

54 
7,  4 
Nil 

|  34,  4 

0.0008 
0.  0016 
Nil 
0. 85 
Nil 
Trace 


The  water  is  supplied  direct  to  all  houses. 

SWIMMING  POOL 

During  the  bathing  season  the  water  in  the  swimming  pool  is  frequently  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  The  pool  is  owned  by  the  local  Authority  and  the 
water  is  chlorinated  and  filtered  continuously.  During  1954  thirteen  samples  were 
taken. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

During  1954,  24  existing  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewer  and  7  cesspools 
abol  ished. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  col  1 ection  and  disposal  is  under  the  control  of  the  City  Surveyor.  Refuse 
is  collected  once  a  week  and,  at  the  present  time,  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping 
on  Temple  Marsh.  Salvage  (paper)  is  collected  once  weekly. 
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E  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  ROCHESTER 


M.  P. 


All  Causes 

253 

1G9 

1. 

Tuberculosis  respiratory  ,  . .. 

5 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

4 

ph^  h6ri&  BOO  ©  O  O  ooo  ooo  ooo 

e  o  e 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

— 

— 

5 

WhonDine  Cnn~h  ...  ..  ... 

•  •  o 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

— 

— 

G. 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

7 

Ac  Poliomyelitis,..  ... 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

— 

— 

8 

Measles...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

ooo 

o  o  c 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

— 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

14 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm  s buwaou  . . .  ... 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

G 

9 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ... 

— 

10 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus  ...  ... 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

— 

3 

14, 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

ooo 

ooo 

OOO 

ooo 

ooo 

2G 

11 

15, 

Leukaemia  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ... 

2 

1 

1G 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ....  ...  ... 

1 

2 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

ooo 

ooo 

o  o  e 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

2G 

37 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

OOO 

ooo 

ooo 

47 

19 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  , ., 

3 

3 

20 

Other  heart  diseases  ...  ...  ... 

27 

3G 

21 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ... 

11 

7 

22 

Influenza  ©  ©  o  ooo  o » c  ooo  i  «c 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

— 

23 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

8 

G 

24 

Bronchi t is 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

14 

2 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

2G 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

G 

1 

27 

Gastritis  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

28, 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

2 

1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

- 

30 

Pregnancy  childbirth  abortion 

- 

- 

31 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

0  9  0 

ooo 

ooo 

1 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

2G 

11 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

7 

- 

34, 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ... 

10 

4 

35 

Suicide...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

2 

3G 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 


Total  ...  . ..  . ,.  ...  . .  15 

Legitimate  ..  ...  ...  . .  15 


Illegitimate 


Live  Births 

Total  . . . 743 

Legitimate  . .  ...  . .  713 

Illegitimate  .  30 

Stillbirths- 

Total  , .  < . 20 

Legitimate  . . 19 

Illegitimate  ...  1 

POPULATION  ..  45,110 
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Fo  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  ANNUAL  REPORT  1954. 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  ROCHESTER, 

Your  Worship,  Madam  and  Gentlemen: 

I  beg  to  submit  my  sixteenth  annual  report  on  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the 

City. 


COMPLAINTS 

1,178  compl aints  were  received  in  the  Department  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
1,0  40  in  1953. 


CLEARANCE  AREAS 

The  following  houses  were  made  the  subj ect  of  Cl earance  Area  action  by  the  Council 
during  the  year:  - 

Clearance  Area  No.  9  Nos.  22,  24,  26„  28,  30 ,  32,  34  and  36,  Charles  Street, 

Strood, 


The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed  without  modification,  the 
Charles  Street  Clearance  Area  No.  9  Clearance  Order,  1954  on  14th  December,  1954. 

Confirmation  of  the  following  Clearance  Orders,  details  of  which  were  given  in 
the  report  for  1953,  was  also  received  from  the  Minister  during  the  year: - 

Gravel  Walk  Clearance  Area  No,  5a  Clearance  Order.  1953. 

Gravel  Walk  Clearance  Area  No.  5b  Clearance  Order,  1953 

Newark  Street/Friary  Place  Clearance  Area  No.  7a  Clearance  Order,  1953. 

Newark  Street/ Friary  Place  Clearance  Area  No.  7b  Clearance  Order,  1953. 

Marsh  Street/Pearson  Street  Clearance  Area  No.  8a  Clearance  Order,  1953, 

Marsh  Street/Pearson  Street  Clearance  Area  No.  8b  Clearance  Order,  1953. 


DEMOLITION  ORDERS 

The  following  7  houses  were  subjected  to  demolition  orders  under  Section  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  during  the  year  - 

1„  2  and  3,  Hereson  Place,  Union  Street,  Rochester,. 

43,  John  Street,  Rochester. 

27,  29  and  31,  Union  Street,  Rochester. 

Undertakings  by  the  owners  not  to  use  the  following  houses  for  human  habitation 
were  accepted  by  the  Council:  - 

302,  High  Street,  Rochester, 

4,  Hoopers  Road,  Rochester. 

3,  Cazeneuve  Street,  Rochester. 


CLOSING  ORDERS 

Closing  Orders  under  Section  10,  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 
Act,  1953,  respecting  the  following  houses  were  made  during  the  year,  - 

87,  John  Street,  Rochester. 

96,  King  Street,  Rochester, 

12,  Morden  Street,  Rochester. 
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DEMOLITIONS 


48  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  - 


Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  - 


Nos  1,  3,  5  7  and  2.  4  6.  8  and  10,  Balls  Square,  Strood. 

Nos  1  2  3  9  10  11,  12  and  13  Doggetts  Square,  Strood 

Nos.  IS  and  20,  Friary  Place  Strood 

Nos.  1,  3.  5  7  9  11  and  13,  Marsh  Street,  Strood. 

Nos.  1  357  9.  11  2.  4.  6  8  10  and  12,  Pearson  Street,  Strood 

Nos  8  and  9  Station  Road  Strood 

Nos.  28  and  30,  Gravel  Walk,  Rochester 


Houses  under  Individual  Demolition  Orders  - 


Nos.  27,  29  and  31  Onion  Street.  Rochester, 

Houses  voluntarily  demolished  - 

No  112  High  Street  Strood 

Nos  3  and  4  Boley  Hill  Rochester. 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 

Repairs  and  improvements  to  the  total  of  1  487  were  affected  under  the  Inspectors' 
direction  and  supervision  throughout  the  year  The  details  of  the  various  repairs 
etc.,  carried  out  are  given  in  the  following  list  - 


Premises  (existing}  connected  to  fcul  water  sewer  , .  ...  . ,  ..  27 

Drainage  entirely  reconstructed  . .  ...  6 

Drainage  partly  reconstructed  ...  . ..  21 

Defective  drains  repaired  .  ...  ...  ...  , . .  12 

Defective  inspection  chambers  and  covers  ...  .  . .  6 

Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed  . ,  ...  -  .  . .  339 

New  ventilated  soil  pipes  fixed  ..  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

New  ventshafts  fixed  .  .  .  ........  . . .  3 

Privies  abolished  and  replaced  by  W  C, 's  ..  .  . .  ...  0 

Insufficient  W. C  accommodation.  .  2 

New  W  C.  apartments  built  .  .  5 

W  C  ‘s  provided  with  pans  and  traps  ...  .  13 

Urinals  constructed  and  improved  ..  . . .  ..  ••  1 

Flushing  apparatus  and  water  supply  provided  to  W  C  ’s  ..  ..  ..  5 

W  c  fittings  repaired  and  cleansed  ..  ••  . - »  63 

New  sinks  fixed  .  .  •  .  2 

New  lavatory  basins  and  baths  fixed  •  ...  ••  >•-  5 

Trapped  wastepipes  fixed  .  ...  •  .......  13 

Cesspools  abolished  .  .......  9 

Water  tests  applied  . .  48 

Smoke  tests  applied  . . .  67 


MISCELLANEOUS 

No.  of  houses  demolished 

(Clearance  Areas  42  Housing  Act  1936  (Sec.  11)  3 

Voluntarily  demolished  3)  •.  •  ........  48 

No  of  houses  closed  (Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act  1953  Section  10)  •  ....  .  3 

No  of  houses  closed  upon  undertakings  by  owners  .  ..  ...  .  •  3 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Housing  Act.  1936  Sec.  12)  ....  0 

Dangerous  walls  reconstructed  and  underpinned  ..  ...  •  ■  •••  2 

Roofs  repaired  ..  ...  .  *9 


Defective  brickwork  and  pointing  of  brickwork  repaired 
Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired  . ..  . .. . 

Damp  walls  remedied  ,  .  .  . »  • . •  » • .  .  o .  , . .  » •  o  . « . 

Yard  Paving  repaved  or  repaired  (Repaved  4) 

(Repaired  9) 

Defective  floors  repaired  . , .  *e.  • • o  « o •  &  # »  *  *  *  • « » 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  . ..  ... 

Dirty  walls  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Defective  stoves  repaired  or  renewed.. «  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Lighting  of  rooms  improved...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ventilation  of  rooms  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Defective  windows  repaired  (woodwork,  glazing  and  sashcords) 
Handrails  provided  to  staircases  ... 

Ventilated  food  stores  provided  or  improved 
Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  „. 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided...  ...  ... 

Instances  of  overcrowding  abated  ... 

Verminous  rooms  disinfested  ...  ... 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  (tenant's  neglect) 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ... 

Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated 
Wasps  nests  destroyed...  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  ... 


57 

31 

113 

13 

30 

116 

62 

34 

21 

15 
2 

93 

2 

1 

8 

61 

14 
10  2 

3 

1 

2 

16 
70 


Total  1,487 


NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  notices  issued  (written  and  verbal)  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  750 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ..  ...  580 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Statutory  notices  complied  with 

( a)  by  owners  or  occupiers ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  or  occupier  ...  16 

(includes  notices  served  in  1953  and  complied  with  in  1954) 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 


1,737  loads  were  pumped  from  cesspools  in  the  City  as  against  1,594  in  1953.  Of 
the  total  number  of  loads  pumped.  1„ 438  loads  were  taken  from  foul  water  cesspools 


VERMINOUS  DWELLINGS 

102  rooms  in  37  houses  (Corporation  houses  14,  Privately  owned  houses  23)  were 
subjected  to  disinfestation  treatment  for  the  destruction  of  vermin.  In  all  cases  the 
premises  were  treated  by  thorough  spraying  with  an  insecticide  incorporating  D,  D,  T. 


POOD  INSPECTION 

2,  234  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  to  the  various  premises  associated  with 
the  production  and  sale  of  food. 

Of  this  number  726  were  visits  to  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  City  for  the  in¬ 
spection  of  carcases,  etc.  at  the  time  of  slaughter.1 

The  number  of  carcases  and  the  associated  organs  and  offals  examined  during  the 
year  was  10,078  as  compared  with  8  753  in  1953 

The  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  numbers  and  types  of  carcases  in¬ 
spected  and  the  number  found  upon  inspection  to  be  diseased  or  unsound. 
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r 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

She  ep 
and 

L  amb  s 

Pigs 

No  kil  1  ed  . ,  . .  .  , .  ...  ... 

-  -  . -  -  - . - .  . - 

901 

311 

60  4 

4513 

3749 

No*  inspected  •  .  «  « •  «»».*.  « • «  •  ■»  •  » ■  o 

901 

311 

604 

4513 

3749 

, 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

'« 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  . .  ...  >.  ... 

2 

- 

1 

10 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

210 

65 

3 

127 

71 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  .  . . . . 

23,  52 

20.  9 

0.  66 

3.  0  3 

2  05 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  ...  . .  ... 

5 

3 

1 

0 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ..  ...  ....  ...  ... 

62 

64 

2 

0 

110 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  . . .  . .  ...  ...  ... 

7.  43 

21  54 

0  49 

0 

3  01 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  in  the  Rochester 
slaughterhouse  together  with  the  percentages  of  the  carcases  found  to  be  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  or  conditions,  during  the  two  years  prior  to 
1939  as  compared  with  th»  figures  for  1953/54. 


Nc 

•  of  Cac cases 
inspected 

Percentage 

to 

be  affected  with  disease 

i  ound 

Yea  r 

1937 

Year 

1938 

Year 

1953 

Yea/ 

1954 

Tube  rcu lo  a  i  ■ 

Disease*  other 

Tuberculosl 

than 

t 

Yea/ 

1937 

Year 

1938 

Year 

1953 

Year 

1954 

Year 

1937 

Year 

1938 

Year 

1953 

Year 

1954 

Cows 

6 

9 

566 

311 

55  5 

11.  1 

12.  50 

21.  54 

0 

11  1 

25  26 

20  9 

Cattle  excluding 

cows 

217 

365 

1565 

901 

8.  3 

8  8 

9.  13 

7  43 

7.  3 

9  0 

27.  60 

23  52 

Calves 

88 

101 

1435 

604 

0 

0 

0.  48 

0.  49 

4.  5 

1.  98 

0  27 

0.  66 

Sheep  and 

Lambs 

8332 

12984 

5183 

4513 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2  8 

2  88 

5.  57 

3  03 

Pigs 

1367 

2165 

4 

3749 

5.  26 

5.  9  5 

0 

3  04 

3  51 

2  67 

0 

2  05 

The  total  amo 

unt  of 

all 

”oods 

foun 

i  to  be  diseased 

or  unsounc 

during  the  year 

weighed  13  tons,  6 

cwts 

2  qtrs. 

12  lbs.  This  amount 

was  made  up  as  follows,  and 

the  details  of  the 

unfit 

food  surrendered  are 

shown 

below  - 

Diseased  or  Unsound 

Meat 

a  • 

...  8 

tons 

1 1  cwts. , 

2  qtrs 

0  lbs 

Other  Poods 

m  # 

4  •  • 

•  • 

4 

tons 

15  cwts. , 

0  qtrs.  12  lbs 
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FOOD  CONDEMNED 


3 

carcases 

and 

offal  s 

of 

cows  * „  * 

6 

carcases 

and 

offal  s 

of 

steers 

1 

carcase 

and 

offal 

of 

a  heifer 

2 

carcases 

and 

offal  s 

of 

cal ves 

10 

carcases 

and 

offal  s 

of 

sheep  oo 

9 

carcases 

and 

offals 

of 

pigs 

3  forequarters  of  cows 

1  hindquarter  of  a  cow 

2  forequarters  of  heifers 
1  hindquarter  of  a  heifer 

236  bovine  livers 


109  bovine  heads  and  tongues 


102 

1 

9 
5 
2 

12 
10  2 
2 
94 

5 

50 

35 

12 

30 

163 

8 

186 

39 

332 

48 

497 

30 

92 

330 

56 

120 

10 

251 

63 

78 

180 

561 

116 

47 

371 

55 

230 

901 

10 
455 

14 

1 134 


intestines  etc. 


bovine  lungs 
cow'  s  offal  , 
cows"  udders  ,  0,, 
bovine  stomachs, 
cal  f  pi  ucks  or.  <,„ . 

sheep  plucks  * .  ...  „  „ .. 

sheep  1 ivers  , .  .  .  .  „ 

cal f  1 ivers  * *  . .  „ 

pigs  heads  and  tongues 
pigs'  plucks  . 
pigs'  livers  •  *  .  *  „ 

pigs'  stomachs,  intestines, 
packets  baking  powder 
packets  bread  crumbs 


etc. 


lbs.,  bacon  ,  ,  * 

lbs.  brisket  of  beef 
lbs,  cheese  trimmings 
tins  cocoa 
lbs.  coconut  ice 
bottles  coffee  essence  „ v 
lbs.  corned  beef  (tinned) 
packets  custard  powder  , . 
tins  cream  „  .  . 
eggs  (whole)  „ . 

1 bs,  eggs  ( frozen) 
bottles  essences  (mixed) 
lbs,  figs 
tins  fish 

lbs,  fish  (smoked)  » 

1  bs,  fish  (wet.) 
tins  fish  paste 
tins  fruit 
bottles  fruit  juice 
lbs.  fruit  pulp  (tinned) 
ham  (tinned)  * 

luncheon  meat  ,  * 
meat  *  *  . *  <>  © 

mil  k 

mutton  o  o , 

pickles 

pork  o ;  oo, 

pork  brawn  ... 


1  bs., 

1  bs. 
tins 
tins 
1  bs. 
j  ars 
I  bs. 

1  bs. 
12  jars 
274  tins 
70  tins 


Generalised  Tuberculosis, 

4  Generalised  Tuberculosis,  2  Septicaemia. 
Generalised  Tuberculosis, 

1  Generalised  Tuberculosis;  1  Septicaemia. 

5  Emaciation  and  Dropsy,  3  Fevered  and  ill- 
bled,  1  Mutilation,  1  Severe  Bruising. 

2  Fevered  and  il 1-bl ed,  2  Swine  Erysipel as. 

3  General ised  Tubercul osis,  2  Septicaemia, 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

48  Cirrhosis,  52  Multiple  Abscesses,  23 
Cavernous  Angioma,  83  Flukes,  30  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

84  Tuberculosis,  17  Actinomycosis,  7  Putre¬ 
faction,  1  Parasitic. 

96  Tuberculosis,  6  Parasitic. 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Putrefaction. 

Tuberculosis. 

I  Tuberculosis,  1  Parasitic. 

II  Parasitic,  1  Abscesses* 

Parasitic* 

1  Parasitic.  1  Abscesses* 

Tuberculosis* 

4  Tuberculosis, 

Cirrhosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Unsound. 


1  Abscesses. 


99 

99 


29 

2V 


,MP 

99 

29 


preserves 
preserves 
pudding  (fruit) 


ai  c  o 

®  a  a, 


99 

29 

99 

99 

99 


20. 


112 

399 

609 

22 

96 

2692 

109 

50 

30 

20 

1495 

156 

380 


1  bs.  rabbit  , .  1 . ,  „ .  . „  . 

jars  salad  cream  ...  ... 

bottles  sauce  - .  . ... 

1  os.  sausages . . .  ... 

bottles  soft  drink . .  ... 

tins  soup  ...  . 

tins  spaghetti  ...  ...  ...  . 
packets  stuffing  (sage  and  ouion) 

1 bs.  sul tanas  . .  ’  . . 

1  bs.  veal  ( tinned) ...  ...  ...  . 

tins  vegetables  ...  ... 

bottles  wines  (non-alcoholic) 
tins  food  (unlabelled)  . 


Unsound. 


9 

Jf 


0/ 


m 


DECONTROL  OP  MEAT  AND  LIVESTOCK 


The  Meat  and  Livestock  Control  Scheme,  operated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  since 
15th  January,  1940,  ceased  in  July,  1954,  and  the  policy  of  purchase  and  slaughter  of 
animals  for  human  consumption  was,  therefore,  returned  to  the  private  individual. 

In  preparation  for  the  decontrol  by  the  Government  3  slaughterhouses  in  private 
ownership,  including  the  premises  which  had  been  requisitioned  and  used  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  during  the  period  of  control,  were  licenced  by  the  Council. 

Slaughtering  has,  however,  been  carried  out  at  the  de-requisitioned  slaughter¬ 
house  only,  as  the  owners  of  the  other  two  premises  obtain  their  home-killed  meat 
supplies  from  other  sources. 


MILK 

Periodic  visits,  to  the  total  of  240,  were  paid  to  dairies,  other  than  those  at 
dairy  farms,  and  to  shops  selling  sterilised  milk  for  the  purpose  of  taking  milk 
samples  and  routine  inspections  of  the  premises. 

The  number  of  retail  dairies  and  the  number  of  retail  distributors  in  the  City 
Area,  together  with  the  number  of  licences  issued  by  the  Rochester  City  Council  under 
the  Special  Designation  Regulations  is  as  follows: 


Number  of  dairies  (excluding  dairy  farms)...  ...  . .  ..  3 

Number  of  registered  distributors  (excluding  distributors  of 

sterilised  milk  only)  with  premises  in  the  City  area  ..  3 

Number  of  registered  distributors  (excluding  distributors  of 
sterilised  milk  only  with  premises  outside  the  City 

area  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  registered  distributors  of  sterilised  milk  only 

(General  shops,  etc.).. . ...  80 

• 

Licences  issued  - 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  -  Dealers'  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  6 

Dealers'  Supplementary  Licences  »  .  ...  3 

Pasteurised  Milk  -  Dealers’  (Pasteurisers')  Licences  .  3 

Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences . ...  3 

Sterilised  Milk  -  Dealers’  Licences  ...  . .  88 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 
Milk 

The  following  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the 

County  Bacteriologist  for  examination- - 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Farm  bottled)  . ..  ...  ...  18 

Non— designated  Raw  Milk  ...  ..  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

16  samplesof  the  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Farm  Bottled)  proved,  upon  examination, 
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to  satisfy  the  prescribed  tests  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  13  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  local  herds, 
from  milk  supplied  to  schools  and  from  retailers'  premises  for  examination  as  to  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus  in  the  milk. 

12  samples  showed  negative  results. 

The  one  sample  found  to  be  positive  was  taken  from  the  raw  milk  supplies  to  a 
local  dairyman  before  pasteurisation  by  him  at  his  licensed  premises. 

Further  investigation  into  the  matter  revealed  that  his  supplies  were  obtained 
from  a  large  firm  of  wholesalers  who,  in  turn,  collected  milk  from  a  large  number  of 
farms. 

The  wholesalers  and  the  Local  Authority  in  which  theii  ^premises  are  situated 
were  immediately  informed  in  order  that  the  necessary  action  could  be  taken  to  locate 
the  farm  and  the  animal  responsible  for  the  tuberculous  milk. 

163  sampl es  of  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk  fro^i  the  3  pasteurising  plants  in 
the  City  area,  and  from  supplies  treated  outside  the  area,  were  sent  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist  and  Public  Analyst  during  the  year  for  subjection  to  the  Phosphatase 
and/or  Methylene  Blue  Tests,  and  the  Turbidity  Test  in  relation  to  Sterilised  Milk. 
The  results  are  given  below  - 

Phosphatase  Test  Methylene  Blue  Test  Turbidity  Test 

128  samples  passed  124  samples  passed  26  samples  passed 

0  samples  failed  0  samples  failed  0  samples  failed 

WATER 

60  sampl es  of  drinking  water  (mains  supplies  59,  well  1),  and  13  of  swimming 
bath  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  during  the  year. 
Fuller  details  in  connection  with  the  water  supplies  will  be  found  in  the  report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


ICE-CREAM 

During  the  year  13  vendors  were  registered  under  the  Rochester  Corporation  Act, 
1936  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  in  the  City  area.  The  total  number  of 
premises  and/or  vendors  registered  is  176. 

All  suppl ies  of  ice-cream  sold  in  the  City  are,  with  one  exception,  manufactured 
in  other  areas. 

At  the  small  manufactory  in  Rochester  the  business  is  carried  on  in  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  manner  and  samples  taken,  both  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical 
analysis  have  proved  to  be  up  to  standard, 

76  samples  of  i  ce-eream  were  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  of  the  same  are  as  follows  - 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


68  samples 
7  samples 
0  samples. 
1  sample. 


In  addition  12  'samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
chemical  analysis  and  the  details  relating  to  these  are  given  on  page  23 


OTHER  SPECIMENS 


The  following  specimens  were  also  submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriologist  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year 

» 

Cheese 
Cooked  Pork 
Corned  Beef 
Cornish  Pasty 
Cream  (tinned) 

Milk  (tinned) 

Shredded  Wheat 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING,  1954 

163  samples  of  milk  and  other  foods  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
chemical  analysis  during  the  year. 

The  details  relating  to  the  kinds  of  foods  sampled,  the  results  of  the  analyses 
made  and  the  action  taken  with  regard  to  the  samples  reported  as  being  either  inferior 
or  adul terated  are  shown  in  the  following  tables  - 


Adulterated  or 


Article 

Aspirin  Tablets 

»  •  *  •  ••  • 

•  •  • 

0*9 

No 

1 

Genuine 

1 

Deteciorated 

Baking  Powder 

a  •  U 

ti  e  •  *•  •  m 

a  »  O 

1 

1 

Beans  (tinned) 

a  0  o 

•  w  a  » 

A  • 

•  a 

1 

1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

•  •  •> 

1 

1 

Butter 

•  •  • 

»  v  at  •  9  0 

1 

1 

Coconut  Ice 

•  M  «  •  •  •» 

2 

1 

1 

Coffee  Pure 

•  w  • 

1 

1 

Corned  Beef 

1 

1 

Curry  Powder 

0  0  •»  •  • 

•  ♦»  « 

*  *  m 

•  v  • 

2 

2 

Fish  Cakes 

*•  *  -  W  - 

9*9 

2 

2 

Fish  Paste 

D  .1  t 

2 

2 

Glycerin 

2 

2 

_ 

Ice-Cream 

12 

12 

Iodine  Tincture  of 

•  <1  •  II  k  1 

ii  a  ii 

1 

1 

__ 

Luncheon  Meat 

•  •  o  r  •  ■- 

1  •  o 

a  e 

2 

1 

1 

Liquer  (Cherry) 

4  •  « 

wao 

•  •  M 

1 

1 

Meat  Paste 

4  w  « 

•  •  f»  *  • 

2 

2 

Milk 

•  •  • 

>  •  ■  9  •  0 

t  •  u 

90 

89 

1 

Milk  (tinned) 

•  M  • 

*  m  ••  ait 

2 

1 

1 

Olive  Oil 

•  •  W  •  w 

•  4  1) 

1 

1 

« 

Oranges 

rot.  a  «  . 

•  a  a 

i 

1 

Orange  Drink 

*  *  • 

1 

1 

* 

Potato  Crisps 

* 

v  •  « 

3 

3 

Raisins 

•  0 

1 

1 

Saccharin  Tablets 

*  • 

2 

2 

_ 

Salad  Crealfi 

•  «#  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

l 

Sausages,  Beef 

• 

8 

7 

l 

Sausages,  Pork 

10 

6 

4 

Sweets  (Belled) 

2 

2 

— 

Tea 

•  « 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

•  •  • 

-  • 

1 

1 

— 

Suet 

•  •  * 

2 

2 

— 

Zinc  Ointment 

• 

*  *  • 

1 

1 

— 

S  amp i e 

No  Article 

7  Evaporated 
Milk 

16  Coconut  Ice 

% 

R  e  a  u  1  t 

Tin  Rusted. 

Rancid. 

Total  s 

of  Anaiym 

163  152  11 

Action  Taken 

Remainder  of  stock  at  Whol esal ers’ 
surrendered  for  destruction. 

Whole  of  stock  surrendered  for 

destruction. 


18  Beef  Sausages  Slightly  deficient  in 

meat  content. 


Company' s  district  manager  in¬ 
formed  of  the  deficiency 


19 


Pork  Sausages  Contained  47$  total  meat. 


Proceedings  instituted  and  defend¬ 
ants  fined  £2  and  3  guineas  costs. 


66 


Salad  Cream  Rancidity  of  fat  -  indicative  Remainder  of  stock  at  retailer  s 


of  old  stock. 


surrendered  for  destruction. 
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S  amp i e 

No.  Article  Result  of  Analysis 


Ac  t i on  Taken 


74  Corned  8eef  Excessive  amount  of  tin  in 

surface  layers  of  the  meat 


Remainder  of  stock  surrendered 
for  destruction. 


99  Pork  Sausages  Contained  49  5ft  meat. 

104  Pork  Sausages  Contained  53ft  meat. 

105  Milk  Contained  2.79ft  fat. 

115  Pork  Sausages  Contained  60ft  meat. 

117  Luncheon  Meat  Meat  showed  slight  surface 

staining  but  considered  fit 
for  human  consumption. 


Informal  sample.  Sale  of  beef 
sausages  for  pork  suspected. 
Butcher' s  business  closed  down 
before  formal  sample  could  be 
p  rocured. 

Informal  sample.  See  sample  No. 
115. 

Proceedings  not  instituted. 
Warning  to  vendor  to  pay  more 
attention  in  the  bulking  of 
morning  and  evening  milk  supplies. 

Proceedings  not  instituted. 
Vendor  warned  with  regard  to  the 
mixing  of  ingredients. 

Canteen  Manager  advised  to  use 
remainderof  stock  immediately. 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  following  foods, 
complaint  from  the  public*  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
and  report;  ~ 


which  were  the  subject  of 
Analyst  for  his  observations 


Coffidi  tioii  Action  Tak  t  n 

Proceedings  not  instituted  but 
letter  of  warning  sent  to  manu¬ 
facturers  by  the  Town  Clerk, 

Representations  made  to  retailer, 
wholesalers  and  Department  of 
Agriculture.  New  Zealand, 

Proceedings  instituted  and  defend¬ 
ants  fined  £2. 


The  results  of  the  analyses  of  12  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  durirg 
the  year  are  as  follows  -  6 

PAT. 


6-7%  7-8%  8-9% 

9-10%  10-11%  11-12% 

12-13%  13% 

and 

over 

0  10 

0  3  5 

3 

0 

NON-PATTY  SOLIDS. 

Total 

12 

samples 

15-20% 

20-25%  25-30% 

30%  and  over 

0 

7  5 

0 

(1)  Cake  (Chocolate  Contained  piece  of  metal 

covered)  and  jute  fibres. 


(2)  Cheese 


(3)  Bread 


Contained  vegetable  matter 
identified  as  tobacco. 


Contained  black  sponge 
rubber  in  three  slices  of 
a  brown  loaf. 

ICE-CREAM 


Total:  12  samples 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 


Proceedings  were  instituted  in  two  instances  during  the  year  - 


Case 


Resul t 


Pork  Sausage  deficient  in 
meat  content. 


Defendant  fined  £2.  Os.  Od.  and 
ordered  to  pay  £3.  3s.  Od.  costs. 


Extraneous  matter  (piece  of  Defendants  fined  £2.  Os.  Od. 

black  sponge  rubber)  in 
a  loaf  of  brown  bread 
sold  to  a  customer. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORK -PLACES 


189  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the  factories  and  workplaces 
in  the  City  during  the  year.  The  number  of  defects  found  at  the  premises  visited 
was  16. 

I  desire  to  record  my  appreciation  for  the  help  and  co-operation  given  at  all 
times  by  PM.  Factory  Inspector  and  Staff  who  are  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the 
workers  at  factories  where  mechanical  power  is  used. 


(1) 


(ii) 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  AND  1948 


1. 


INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
(INCLUDING  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS) 


Premici 


Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1.  2,  3,  4  and  6 

are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 


Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 


(lii) 


Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) . 


Total 


Number  on 
Register 


58 


186 


249 


Number  of 


Inspections 


42 


114 


189 


W  '  i  1 1  e  n 
Notices 


14 


17 


Oc  cup  lets 
prosecutor 


25 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number 

of  cases 

i n  wh ich  defects  were 

Number  of 

f  ound 

cases  in 

whi  ch 

piosecut ions 

To  H  M. 

By  H  M 

were 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

6 

4 

_ 

1 

Overcrowding  (S,  2) 

— 

— 

... 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.  6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

8 

3 

— 

8 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Total 

16 

9 

' 

10 

- 

3°  OUTWORK 


Section  S l 0 

Sect  son 

Ill 

u r e  of  Work 

No  of 

•  outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect  110 

(  1  )  (  c  ) 

No  o  f 

cases  of 

default  an 
sending  lists 
to  the 
Council 

No .  o  1 

prosecution* 
for  failure 
to  3 apply 
lists 

No  of 

instances  of 

work  in 

u-awho  1  e  some 
p  r  emi its 

Notices 

served 

Pifoseeist  jons 

(Making  etc. 

51 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

•ing( 

irei  (Cleansing 
(&  Washing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

51 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

DISINFECTION 


83  rooms  were  disinfected  by  formaldehyde  fumigation  after  infectious  disease, 
etc.  This  number  includes  39  rooms  disinfected  after  removal  or  deaths  of  cases  of 
Tubercul osis. 

15  loads  of  bedding  were  removed  from  premises  for  the  purpose  of  stearn  disin¬ 
fection  or  destruction,  as  against  26  m  1953,, 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951 


There  are-  no  manufacturers  of  rag  flock  in  the  City 
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The  number  of  firms  of  upholsterers  in  the  area  affected  by  the  Act  is  2  and 
these  have  been  duly  registered  by  the  Council. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 


Number  of  Licences  granted  during  the  year  to  keep  a  Pet  Shop 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Total  number  of  premises,  lands,  etc.  inspected  during  the  year 

(Inspectorial  and  Rodent  Staffs)  „ , ,  .  ...  ...  . 

Total  number  of  infestations  found  and  treated  ... 

Sewers  -  Total  number  of  manholes  baited  (test  baiting  and 

poison  baiting)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  . 

„  -  Number  of  manholes  showing  rat  infestation 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  (Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food  formula) 

Actual  bodies  recovered... 

VICE  Number  of  mice  destroyed  (Actual  bodies  recovered)  ... 


2 


10  38 
229 

326 

44 

364 

598 

352 


In  addition  to  the  rodent  control  operations  carried  out  following  complaints 
and  routine  inspections  of  premises,  etc. ,  two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers 
were  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  numDer  of  sewer  manholes  baited  together  with 
the  number  of  manholes  showing  evidence  of  rat  infestation  is  incl uded  in  the  figures 
given  above. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Primary  Inspections  (Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act)  ... 
House-to-House  Inspections  (including  houses  in  Clearance  Areas) 

Re-inspections  . 

Drainage  surveys  and  visits  to  work  in  progress  . 

Caravans  inspected . . . 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Work-places  . 

„  H  Bakehouses  .  ' . 

„  „  Slaughterhouses  . 

K  .  Ice-Cream  premises... 

„  Food  preparing  premises  (Canteens,  etc.)  . 

„  ,.  Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

»  „  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  . 

«  Fried  Fish  Shops  ..  .  ...  . 

„  Other  Food  Premises  (shops  etc.) .  . 

„  „  Stables  and  mews  . . 

a  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  .  . 

ra  for  Food  Sampling  and  Testing  . 

,.  Water  Sampling  . . 

Overcrowding  Investigations  . 

Market  Stalls  Inspections  ...  . . 

Shops  Acts  Inspections  . . 

Atmospheric  Pollution  (visits  to  gauge  sites,  etc.)  . 

Smoke  Observations  .  . . 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  presence  or  otherwise  of  vermin 

in  houses  and  furniture  . . . 

Visits  In  connection  with  Food  Poisoning  . 

m  a  h  m  the  Pet  Animals  Act.  1951  .  . . 

,  a  „  Dustbins  . . 

a  a  h  „  Certificates  of  Disrepair  . . 

h  m  a  M  Rodent  Control  (primary  and 

treatment,  etc. )  ...  ...  ...  .  ■ 

m  a  „  ,,  Tidal  Flooding  . 

,,  „  «  a  Civil  Defence  (Rest  Centres  and 

Emergency  Feeding) 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  . 


735 

160 

1614 

641 

3 

189 

18 

726 

259 

80 

23 

240 

23 

469 

1 

125 

862 

93 

68 

395 

77 

41 

34 


29  5 
767 
20 
329 
6 


2250 

532 


18 

1209 


Total  12313 
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In  conclusion  I  beg  to  grateful ly  acknowledge  the  continuous  support  and  guidance 
from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  from  Dr.  Murray, 

To  the  Members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Department  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  and  thanks  for  their  loyal  assistance  at  all  times. 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  various  Officers  in  other  Departments  for  their  ready 
assistance  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 


I  am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  BARTON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector . 


. 


G  PORT  OF 


ROCHESTER 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  1954 

I.  Staff, 


TABLE  A. 
No  change. 


II,  Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  District  during  the  Year. 

TABLE  B. 


Ships  f  ir  om 

Numb  e  r 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected 

Number  of  ships  re¬ 
ported  as  having,  or 
having  had  during  the 
voyage,  infectious 

disease  on  board. 

By  the  Medical  By  the  Sanitary 

Officer  of  Health  Inspector 

Foreign  Ports 

236 

239  069 

5  197 

None 

Coastwise 

610 

252,873 

2  531 

None 

Total 

846 

491,  942 

7  728* 

None 

•Plus  183  Rivercraft, 


III.  Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade  during  the  Year 

TABLE  C. 

(a)  PASSENGER  TRAFFIC, 

Number  of  Passengers  INWARDS  )  Only  passenger  traffic  in  Port  is  day  trips 
Number  of  Passengers  OUTWARDS)  during  Summer  to  adj  acent  seaside  resorts. 

(b)  CARGO  TRAFFIC 

Principal  IMPORTS,  Wood  pulp,  timber  china  clay,,  coal,  crude  oil,  flour,  wheat, 

fertilizers,  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

Principal  EXPORTS,  Cement,  pi asterboard,  bitumen,  creosote,  diesel  and  gas  oil. 

(C)  PRINCIPAL  PORTS  FROM  WHICH  SHIPS  ARRIVE, 

Holmsund,  Valvi,  Kasko,  Kotka,  Kragero,  Avendal,  Oslo,  Faeker,  Hammelvik,  Many- 
luoto,  Gothenburg,  Antwerp,,  Rotterdam,  Simdsvald,  Quebec,,  Clarke  City,  Las  Pedros, 
Indian  Bay. 

IV.  Inland  Barge  Traffic. 

Not  applicable  to  this  Port. 


V.  Water  Supply. 

1.  No  change, 

2.  REPORTS  OF  TESTS  FOR  CONTAMINATION, 

27  samplesof  the  Chatham  and  District  Water  Company  supply,  and  30  samples  of  the 


i 


Strood  Water  Works  supply  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  addition 
2  samples  of  the  Strood  Water  Works  supply  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis:  15  samples 
were  taken  from  ships’  tanks. 

The  results  proved  them  to  be  good  waters. 

3.  PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  CONTAMINATION  OF  HYDRANTS  AND  HOSEPIPES. 

No  change. 

4  NUMBER  AND  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  WATER  BOATS  AND  POWERS  OF  CONTROL  BY  THE  AUTHOR¬ 
ITY 

No  change. 


VI  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  1952. 

1.  LIST  OF  INFECTED  AREAS. 

No  change. 

2.  RADIO  MESSAGES. 

No  change. 

3  NOTIFICATIONS  OTHERWISE  THAN  BY  RADIO. 

No  change. 

4.  MOORING  STATIONS. 

No  change. 

5.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  - 

(a)  Hospital  Accommodation  ) 

(b)  Surveillance  )  No  change. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection) 


VII  Snallpoi, 

1.  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent:  - 

Long  Reach  Hospital.,  Dartford.  Tel.  Dartford  3231. 

2.  Transport  of  smallpox  cases  to  hospital. 

This  is  provided  by  the  London  County  Council  Ambulance  service.  Tel.  Waterloo 

3311. 

Application  is  made  by  telephone  and  written  confirmation  sent  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  County  Hall,  London. 

3.  Consultants  Available. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Marsden  ) 

Dr.  W.  J.  Cough  1  an)  River  Hospitals.  Joyce  Green,  Dartford.  Tel.  Dartford  3231. 
Dr.  M.  Mitman  ) 

4.  Laboratory  Diagnosis  Facilities. 

Specimens  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Col  indale  Avenue, 

Col  indale.  London,  N.  W  9. 


VIII  Venereal  Disease. 

No  change. 


ii 


IX 


Cases  of  Notifiable  and  other  Infectious  Diseases  on  Ships, 


TABLE  D. 


Nurabe r 
during 

of  cases 
the  year 

Number  of  ships 

Category 

Disease 

Passengers  Crew 

concerned 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from  foreign  ports 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on  ships  from 
foreign  ports  but  have  been  disposed  of 
before  arrival. 

. 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships 

- 

— 

■4 

- 

X»  Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships. 


The  bulk  of  the  shipping  is  from  Scandinavian  and  North  American  Ports  and 
malaria  is  not  generally  met  with  in  the  Port  of  Rochester:  there  have  been  no  cases 
during  the  year. 

XI  Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague. 

No  infected  or  suspected  vessels  have  arrived  during  the  year. 

XII,  Measures  taken  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  Ports. 

(1)  PROCEDURE  FOR  INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  RATS. 

As  a  routine  Deratization  or  Deratization  Exemption  Certificates  are  examined. 
Further  course  of  action  is  determined  as  a  result  of  such  inspection.  When  inspecting 
crews"  quarters  etc,„  a  general  enquiry  is  usually  enough  to  discover  the  presence  of  rats 
on  board,  some  seamen  complain  very  readily  if  they  know  of  rats  on  board  the  ship. 

Cargo  workers  are  a  good  source  of  information.  The  trade  in  which  the  vessel 
has  been  engaged  since  her  last  Deratization,  or  Deratization  Exemption  Certificate 
was  issued  is  an  important  factor  in  determining  what  further  inspection  should  be 
carried  out.  Cargoes  of  wood  pulp  and  pulp  wood  have  little  attraction  for  rats  and 
vessels  engaged  constantly  in  this  trade  are  not  often  infested  if  rats  are  found 
they  are  generally  confined  to  a  peak  or  store  room  and  are  not  distributed  throughout 
the  ship. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  ship  that  has  been  employed  for  some  time  in  carrying  grain, 
or  has  carried  out  a  long  trip  with  such  a  cargo,  merits  further  investigation  part¬ 
icularly  if  her  rat  certificate  is  some  months  old.  Such  cargoes,  at  present,  do  not 

arrive  in  this  Port  but  occasionally  large  vessels,  which  have  carried  such  cargoes, 
arrive  empty  to  load  cement. 

(2)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  OR  PATHOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  RODENTS. 

There  is  no  rodent  operator  permanently  oil  Port  work  but,  in  all  cases  where  it 
is  deemed  necessary,  the  shore  rodent  operator  is  employed  in  order  to  obtain  specimens 
of  rats  for  bacteriological  examination,, 

(3)  DERATIZATION  OF  SHIPS. 

For  the  issue  of  International  Deratization  Certificates,  an  arrangement 
exists  under  Article  4  of  the  Regulations  whereby  the  local  Port  Health  Inspec¬ 
tor  carries  out  the  inspection  and  forwards  the  report  to  the  London  Port  Health 
Authority  for  issue  of  the  certificate.  If  it  should  be  necessary  to  derat  a  ship 
by  fumigation,  the  firm  employed  would  be  that  approved  by  the  London  Authority.  In 
other  cases  of  deratting  poisons,,  traps,  sulphur  and  varnish  boards  are  the  methods 
m  use,  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  are  issued  by  the  Port  of  Rochester. 

When  inspecting  a  vessel  for  the  issue  of  an  International  Sanitary  Convention 
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Certificate  the  inspection  is  carried  out  as  required  by  the  regulations  governing 
the  issue  of  such  a  certificate.  The  whole  vessel  from  peaks,  holds  and  engine  room 
to  chart  and  wireless  rooms  is  inspected  and  report  is  made  on  harbourage,  specifying 
the  particular  habourage  found  in  each  compartment. 

(4)  RAT-PROOFING  OP  SHIPS. 

There  are  no  vessels,  ether  than  naval  vessels,  built  in  this  Port  and  measures 
concerning  rat-proofing  are  confined  to  dealing  with  existing  rat-proofing  which  has 
suffered  damage  on  board  vessel s  in  service,  and  inspecting  rat-proofing  on  the  smaller 
vessels  undergoing  repair  and  refit  in  local  reDair  yards. 

A  proportion  of  the  rats  caught  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river  is  sent,  as  a  routine, 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

During  the  year  9  black  rats  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  for 
plague  ••  no  B  Pestis  was  found. 


TABLE  E.. 

RODENTS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS. 


Category  Number 

Black  rats.. .  Nil 

Brown  rats . .  . . .  „ 

Species  not  known  .  ...  ... 

Sent  for  examination...  ...  . . . .  . .  „ 

Infected  with  Plague . . .  „ 


TABLE  F. 

DERATTING  CERTIFICATES  AND  DERATTING  EXEMPTION  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

FOR  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS. 


No.  of  Per  siting  Certificates  limed 

No.  of 

De  ratting 
Ezemp  t ion 
Certificate* 

Issued 

After  Fumigation  with 

After 

Trapping 

After 

P:  l  lor. ing 

Total 

Certi f icstti 

I  isusd 

HCN 

0  t  lv!  i  fumigent  (ittie  method) 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

7 

12  Deracting  Certificates  were  also  issued  to  British  coastwise  vessels  making 
occasional  trips  to  Continental  Ports. 

In  addition  14  rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued. 


XIII  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Nuisances 

TABLE  G. 

INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES. 


Nature  and  Number 
of  Inspections 

Notices  served 

Result  of  Notices 

Statutory  Noticei 

Other  Notices 

British  Vessels  517 

52 

49  complied 

Foreign  Vessels  209 

_ 

18 

15  complied 

River  Craft  183 

- 

9 

8  complied 

lv 


XIV.  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948 

No  change, 

XV-  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

No  change. 

XVI.  Miscellaneous. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  BORIAL  ON  SHORE  OF  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE  DIED  ON  BOARD  SHIP  FROM  AN 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


No  change. 

RIVER  SAMPLES. 

12  samples  of  river  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  which 
showed  evidence  of  recent  faecal  contamination  but  no  pathogenic  organisms  were  cul¬ 
tivated. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

94  cargoes  of  flour„  wheat,,  cheese  and  potatoes  were  examined  and  all  were  in 
a  sound  condition. 

COLORADO  BEETLES 

During  the  discharge  of  a  cargo  of  wood  pulp  two  beetles,,  suspected  to  be  Colorado 
beetles,,  were  found  by  a  cargo  worker.  The  beetles  were  handed  to  the  Port  Health 
Inspector  who  took  them  to  the  police 

Subsequently,  the  Ministry  of  Agricul ture  and  Fisheries  confirmed  that  the  beetles 
were  "Colorado"  and  sent  their  representatives  to  visit  the  ship. 

No  further  action  was  taken  by  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

MOSQUITOES 

A’’*! -  mosquito  measures  have  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  the  locoi  marsho* 
under  the  direction  of  the  Port  Health  Inspector.  Numerous  pools  and  collections  of 
water  have  been  treated  where  necessary  and  practicable.  The  spraying  with  D„  D.  T. 
has  reduced  the  mosquito  nuisance  to  negiigble  proportions. 


v 


APPENDIX 


INDUSTRIAL  UNDERTAKINGS  WITH  20  OR  MORE  EMPLOYEES 
IN  THE  DISTRICTS  OP  THE  RIPARIAN  AUTHORITIES 
IN  THE  PORT  OF  ROCHESTER 

H  M.  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  NATIONALISED  INDUSTRIES  EXCLUDED 


No.  of 


Name  of  Factory  or  Undertaking 

Products 

Employees 

ROCHESTER  (City) 

Atlas  Stone  Co., 

Canal  Road,  Strood. 

Cement  blocks 

31 

Bagshaw  &  Son, 

235,  High  Street,  Rochester. 

Sheet  Metal 

37 

Berry,  Eade  &  White, 

Willis  Avenue,  Rochester. 

Stationery  etc. 

215 

Blaw  Knox, 

Willis  Avenue,  Rochester. 

Machinery 

440 

British  Sisalcraft  Ltd., 

Temple  Farm  Est. ,  Strood, 

Reinforced 

Waterproof  paper 

31 

Burnett  &  Rolfe  Ltd., 

The  Esplanade,  Rochester. 

Sheet  Metal. 

Dairy  Machinery. 

76 

C.  A.  V. , 

Willis  Avenue,  Rochester. 

Machinery 

1,  470 

Colcrete  Ltd. 

Concrete  Machinery 

32 

Doust  &  Co. , 

High  Street,  Rochester. 

Ships  (and  repairs) 

75 

Dove,  Phillips  &  Pett, 

188,  High  Street,  Strood. 

Mineral  Waters 

41 

Drake  &  Co  Ltd. , 

Canal  Road,  Strood. 

Timber  Merchants. 

36 

El  1  lot  Bros. , 

Airport,  Rochester. 

Machinery. 

1,  349 

Gyproc  Products  Ltd. , 

Gas  House  Road,  Rochester. 

PI asterboard 

260 

Hobourn  Aero  Components  Ltd. , 

Priory  Road,  Strood. 

Machinery 

800 

Kent  Alloys  Ltd. , 

Priory  Road,  Strood. 

Machinery 

520 

Leech  (Rochester)  Ltd., 

High  Street,  Rochester. 

Lenses 

47 

LeGrand,  Sutcliffe  A  Gell  Ltd., 

Airport,  Rochester. 

Oil  mining  equipment. 

217 

vi. 


Name  of  Factory  or  Undertak i n g 


ROCHESTER  (City) 

Luxram  Electric  Ltd.  , 

Knight  Road,  Strood. 

M.  Lynch  &  Son,  Ltd.  , 

Bridge  Wharves,  Rochester. 

Medway  Yacht  Basin, 

Manor  Lane,  Borstal. 

Morgan  &  Co.  Ltd. , 

Knight  Road,  Strood. 

Osborne  &  Garret, 

Knight  Road,  Strood. 

Palfrey  W.  Ltd.,  Willis  Ave.  , 
Rochester. 

Short  Bros.  (Rochester  Airport) 

Standard  Telephone  &  Cables  Ltd., 
Airport,  Rochester. 

Stapl es  Press  Ltd.  , 

Love  Lane,  Rochester. 

Williams  Charles,  Rochester  House, 
Commercial  Road,  Strood. 

Wingets  Ltd.,  High  Street, 

Strood. 

Woodfiel d  Hoist  &  Man.  Co., 
Commissioners  Road,  Strood. 


CHATHAM  (Municipal  Borough) 

Bourne  &  Son,  224„  High  Street,  Chatham 

Cement  &  Steel  Ltd. ,  Second  Avenue, 
Chatham 

Clements  Ltd.,  339,  High  Street, 

Chatham 

Pilmer  Ltd.,  Second  Avenue,  Chatham. 

Hooker  &  Sons,  (Town  Mills) 

Medway  Street,  Chatham. 

Kent  Art  Printers,  The  Brook,  Chatham. 

Mackays  Ltd.  ,  Pair  Row.,  Chatham. 


Products 

No.  of 
Employees 

Electric  lamps 

301 

Scrap  metal  and 
cutting  etc. 

28 

Ships 

27 

Timber  Merchants 

65 

Hairdressing 

Sundries 

74 

Paper  bags 

239 

Aero  Engineers 

373 

Cables,  valves,  etc. 

874 

Printing 

185 

Clothing 

509 

Concrete  mixing  fr 
other  machinery 

1.  067 

Machinery 

300 

Bread,  etc. 

48 

Engines 

20 

Printing  & 
bookbinding 

58 

Cardboard  Containers 

150/160 

Flour 

30 

Printing  &  Bookbinding 

39 

Printing 

144 

vii. 


Name  of  Factory  or  Undertaking 

CHATHAM  (Municipal  Borough)  (Cont*  d. ) 

Michael  &  Co.  (Invicta)  High  Street. 
Moon  Workshops,  2-4  Meeting  House  Lane. 
Parrett  &  Neves  Ltd.,  30  High  Street. 

Photo  Production,  55-59  The  Brook. 

Scott  W.  ft  S.  Ltd.,  132a  High  Street. 
Weald  Bakery,  Ltd.,  High  Street. 


GI LLINGHAM  (Municipal  Borough) 

Easiworks  Ltd.,  Featherby  Road. 

Elm  Plastics,  Motney  Hill  Road. 

Ingram  Charles,  Ingrasyl  Works, 

Strover  Street. 

Moore  &  Southcot  Ltd.,  142  Napier  Road. 

311  Station  Road 

Mullard  Radio  Valves,  Coulman  Street. 

Novadel  Ltd.,  Pier  Road 

Raynor  ft  Sturgess,  Victoria  Works, 
Westcourt  Street,  Brompton. 

Smith  J.  H.  ft  Son  (Ley  ton  Ltd.)  Ley  fiel  d  I 

Tull  A.  J.  ft  Son,  Canterbury  Street. 

Welding  Supplies  Ltd., 

Beechings  Way.  Gillingham. 


STROOD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Alpha  Cement  Works,  Cliffe. 
Atlas  Stone  Co.,  Shorne. 


No.  of 

Products 

Employees 

Clothing 

% 

50 

Toys,  etc. 

93 

Printing  & 

Bookbinding 

99 

Fine  Art  Printing 

83 

Timber 

35 

Bread,  etc. 

131 

Light  Eng. 

80 

PI astics 

40 

Ladies 

Underwear 

64 

Clothing 

48 

60 

Valves  (radio) 

60 

Chemical s 

90 

Clothing 

54 

Gowns 

60 

Printing  ft  bookbinding  22 

Welded  metal 

goods  51 


Cement 

300 

Artificial  stone 

41 

viii. 


Name  of  Factory  or  Undertaking 


Products 


No.  of 

Employees 


STROOD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Berry  Wiggins  &  Co. ,  Ltd.,  Hoo. 

Oil  Refinery  365 

British  Basket  &  Besto  Co.  ,  Ltd.  , 

Cuxton. 

Basket  making  90 

Cellactite  &  British  Uralite  Ltd., 

High am. 

Asbestos  Cement 

Products  415 

Crown  &  Quarry  Works,  Frindsbury  Extra. 

Cement  160 

Kent  Oil  Refinery,  Isle  of  Grain. 

Oil  Refinery  1850  plus 

floating  population 
(tankers)  500  per  week 

London  &  Rochester  Trading  Co. , 

Frindsbury  Extra. 

Tarpauling  and 
sails.  Barge 

repairs  292 

Martin  Earle”  s  Works,  Cuxton. 

Cement  90 

Medway  Buildings  &  Supplies  Ltd., 

Frindsbury  Extra. 

Timber 

buildings  200 

Rugby  Portland  Cement  Works,  Hailing 

Cement  350 

SHEERNESS  (Urban  District) 

Newlands,  Hope  Street 

Shirts  & 

Collars  105 

Sheppey  Shirt  Co.,  Blue  Town, 

Shirts  & 

Blouses  52 

QOEENBOROUGH  (Borough) 

Canning  Town  Glass  Works,  Ltd. 

Glass  bottles. 

Jars,  table 

glassware  600 

Johnson,  Alfred  &  Son,  Ltd. 

Sanitary 

Earthenware  400 

Lodder,  W.  Ltd. 

Iron  50 

Sheet  Glass,  Ltd. 

Sheet  glass  350 

Sheppey  Glue  &  Chemical  Works,  Ltd. 

Glue,  Chemical 

ix 


Glue,  Chemical 
and  Fertilisers 


350 


Name  of  Factory  or  Undertaking 


Products 


No.  of 
EmpI oyees 


MALLING  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Amalgamated  Roadstone  Corp.  , 

(Kent  Quarries)  Basted  House,  Quarrying  and  Tar 

Borough  Green.  Macadam  '  60 

Arnolds  ( Branbridges)  Ltd.,  Engineering  and 

Branbridges,  East  Peckham.  Agric.  merchants  100 

Associated  Portland  Cement 
Manufacturers  Limited. 

Hoi  borough  Cement  Works, 

Snodland.  Cement  Manufacture  300 

do.  Cement  Packing  23 

do.  Lime  PI  ant  41 

Austen,  Charles,  Limited, 

Abbey  Works,  Swan  Street, 

West  Mailing.  Engineering  40 

Baird,  Wol ton  and  May  Ltd., 

Banning  Canning  Factory, 

Hermitage  Lane,  Aylesford.  Canning  and  Bottling  235 

British  Legion  Industries, 

British  Legion  Village, 

Aylesford.  Printing  29 

do.  Joinery  28 

do.  Fancy  Goods  33 

do.  Engineering  and  M.  V.  R.  31 

Brookgate  Industries  Ltd., 

New  Hythe  Lane.  Larkfield,  Paper  slitting  and 

East  Mailing.  reeling  419 

do.  Paper  Towels  61 

do.  Constructional  Division  47 

do.  Fibre  Conduit  42 

Cooper  &  Co. ,  A.  W.  , 

Legge  Lane,  Birling.  Fruit  preservation  30 

Diamond  Tread  Co.  (1938)  Ltd.,  Stone  crushing  and 

Kiln  Barn  Road,  Ditton.  Tarmacadam  40 

Frozen  Fruit  (Ditton  Court)  Ltd., 

Ditton  Court  Farm.  Fruit  and  vegetable 

Ditton.  preservation  N  100 

Gerrish  and  Gwyn  Ltd., 

Little  Mill,  Leather  currying 

East  Peckham.  and  dressing  45 

z. 


Name  of  Factory  or  Undertaking 


Products 


No.  of 

Employees 


MALLING  RURAL  DISTRICT  (Cont’  d. ) 

Gol dwell  Farms  Ltd. „ 

Goldwell  Cider  Mills, 

East  Mailing. 

Hamstead  (Roughway)  Paper  Mills  Ltd., 
Roughway  Paper  Mills, 

Plaxtol. 

Holopl ast  Ltd. , 

New  Hythe  Lane,  Larkfield, 

East  Mailing. 

Hyders  Limited, 

Old  Forge,  Plaxtol. 

Igtham  Brick  and  Tile  Co., 

''Nutfiel  ds”,  Ightham. 

Ightham  Brick  and  Tile  Co., 

Ightham  Common,  Ightham. 

The  Kentish  White  Brick  Co  ,  Ltd,  , 
Borough  Green  Road, 

Ightham, 

The  Lead  Wool  Co. ,  Ltd.  , 

Churchfiel ds,  Snodland. 

Lead  Wool  Tools  Co,,  Ltd,,, 

Churchfiel  ds,  Snodland, 

Fredk,  Leney  and  Sons,  Ltd,  , 

Phoenix  Brewery, 

Wateringbury, 

Medway  Corrugated  Paper  Co. , 

New  Hythe  Lane,  Larkfield, 

East  Mailing, 

do, 

do. 

do, 

Medway  Paper  Sacks  Ltd., 

New  Hythe  Lane,  Larkfield, 

East  Mailing, 

Nichols  and  Son  Ltd., 

East  Street,  Snodland. 

Odhams  Press  Limited, 

Basted  Paper  Mills, 

Basted,  Platt. 

John  H.  Ratzer  Ltd. , 

Nepicar  House,  London  Road, 

Wrotham  Heath,  Platt, 


Cider  Manufacture  50 

Paper  Manufacture.  50 

Holopl ast  products  250 

Ornamental  ironwork  45 

Brick  and  Tile 

Manufacture  30 

Brick  and  Tile 

Manufacture  30 

Brick  Manufacture  30 

Lead  Wool  Packings  50 

Engineering  20 

Brewery  125 

Corrugated  boxes  620 

Tubes  60 

Joinery  3 

Corrugated  Paper  Products  30 

Bag  Manufacture  400 

Paper  Bag  Manufacture  60 

Book  Storage,  etc.  70 

Light  Engineering  30 


xi, 


Name  of  Factory  or  Undertaking 


MALLING  RURAL  DISTRICT  (Cont’ d. ) 

Albert  E.  Reed  &  Co.,  Ltd., 

New  Hythe  Lane,  Larkfield, 

East  Mailing. 

Ryarsh  Brick  and  Sand  Co. ,  Ltd. , 
Brick  Factory,  Ryarsh. 

Rootes  Ltd. , 

Wrotham  Heath..  Platt. 

S.  E.  Gas  Board, 

Churchf iel ds,  Snodland. 

C.  Townsend  Hook  &  Co. ,  Ltd.  , 
Mill  Street,  Snodland. 


Products 

No.  of 

Employees 

Paper  Manufacture 

3.  100 

Sand  Lime  Bricks 

35 

Motor  Engineering 

25 

Gas  Manufacture 

35 

Paper  Manufacture 

950 

xii. 


1 


